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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
1. In compliance with its mandates and the provisions of Article 59 of its Rules of Procedure, the 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) presents its Annual Report, which records the work 
carried out and the most relevant results achieved by this main body of the Organization of American States 
(OAS), from January 1 to December 31, 2021. 

 
2. ���������������������������ǯ������������������������������������������������������������������

the inter-American human rights system by increasing their budget, and through the commitment and 
���������������������������������������ǯ�������ǡ���������������������������������������������������������������������
region through achievements and results that are unparalleled in its history, even in the context of the global 
pandemic. 

 
3. On March 22, 2017, following an extensive participatory process, the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights approved its 2017Ȃ2021 Strategic Planǡ��������������������������ǯ����������
tool for institutional management, establishing priorities to successfully discharge its mission and tackle 
current and future challenges in addressing and protecting human rights in the Americas in keeping with the 
����������ǯ���������������ǣ�������������������tions, cases, friendly settlements, and precautionary measures; 
monitoring the human rights situation in the Americas; and providing states with cooperation and technical 
assistance regarding human rights and their promotion.  

 
4. As reported in detail in this 2021 Annual Report, over the course of the year the IACHR made 

significant progress in fulfilling the goals and objectives set out in the Strategic Plan. Notable among these 
achievements is the progress made in overcoming the procedural backlog and developing new standards in the 
case system, in expanding the scope of monitoring, in increasing technical cooperation and outreach activities, 
���� ��� �������������� ���� �����ǯ������������� ���� ���������� ��� ��� ���������������� ���� �����mendations 
����������������������������������Ǥ������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ���������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ��������
mandates.  

 
5. In pursuit of its task of reducing the procedural backlog and offering users of the inter-

American human rights system a faster and more efficient response, in 2021 the IACHR saw a historic rise in 
its productivity, in spite of the context of the pandemic and remote work. The achievements detailed in this 
Annual Report include the approval of 345 reports on admissibility and 75 merits reports, representing 
increases of 18.9% and 11.9%, respectively, over the 2020 results; more vigorous use and monitoring of 
friendly settlements; timely decisions on a record number of precautionary measure requests; and a 
streamlined initial review of petitions and a more expeditious processing of cases and petitions. During 2021, 
a total of 21 new friendly settlement agreements were signed and 15 agreements were formally approved. The 
Commission also received 1,185 requests for precautionary measures, which it evaluated in their entirety. Of 
these, 73 were granted, and another 33 current measures were expanded. In addition, four follow-up 
resolutions on current precautionary measures were published, and one request for provisional measures and 
four requests for extensions were sent to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Through its work in the 
petition and case system, the IACHR has deepened and consolidated its case law, with which it has reinforced 
predictability, defined clearer human rights standards, and secured redress for victims of human rights 
violations.  
 

6. Similarly, the Commission strengthened its timely and essential monitoring of the human 
rights situation in the region by developing and enhancing standards, drafting and approving ten thematic 
reports and three country reports (on Brazil, El Salvador, and Chile), issuing 132 press releases, posting timely 

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/mandate/strategicplan2017/default.asp
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statements on social media regarding important human rights situations in the region, and sending states 95 
requests for human rights information.  

 
7. The Commission also made progress in consolidating more timely, diversified, and expanded 

monitoring, with working visits, and with the establishment and tracking of Rapid and Integrated Response 
Coordination Units (SACROIs) to identify risk factors for human rights violations and/or design strategies for 
immediate and ongoing responses in line with its mandates. In this way, the IACHR strengthened its 
contribution to more effective and accessible inter-American justice by providing a timely and comprehensive 
response to specific situations in five countries through the establishment of SACROIs for Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, El Salvador, and Haiti, as well to the global situation posed by the COVID-19 pandemic through the 
continuation of the first thematic SACROI. These responses also included the completion of the work of the 
Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts (GIEI) to assist in the investigations into acts of violence and 
human rights violations that occurred in Bolivia between September 1 and December 31, 2019, and the ongoing 
work of the GIEI for the Ayotzinapa Case in Mexico.  

 
8. The IACHR also reinforced its Special Mechanisms for Monitoring Recommendations, with the 

ongoing work of the Technical Support Group (GAT) on the Ayotzinapa Case set up in Mexico City, in the new 
stage of the Special Monitoring Mechanism (MESA); the Special Monitoring Mechanism for Nicaragua 
(MESENI), operating from IACHR headquarters; the Special Monitoring Mechanism for Venezuela (MESEVE); 
and the conclusion of the work of the Special Technical Advisory Board for compliance with human rights 
recommendations in Honduras (MESAT). 

 
9. During 2021, the IACHR maintained its public presence and relevance in the region with three 

working visits: a virtual visit to Mexico, to observe the human rights situation of people in situations of human 
mobility; an on-site visit to Colombia, in the context of the protests in that country; and an on-site visit to 
Ecuador, to examine matters relating to persons deprived of their liberty. Likewise, it held three virtual periods 
of sessions and a fourth in a hybrid format. The Commission continued to forge closer ties with the Caribbean 
���������ǡ���������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ�������������������������������
sessions, as well as several bilateral meetings with states.  

 
10. On the other hand, the IACHR addressed the serious situation of the pandemic in the region 

with the publication of Resolution 1/21: COVID-19 vaccines and inter-American human rights obligations, 
which underscores the urgency of ensuring rapid inoculation throughout the Americas and of placing public 
health and h�����������������������������������ǯ�����������������������������������������-19 vaccines. Likewise, 
two practical guides were also published: How to promote universal internet access during the COVID-19 
pandemic? and How can family unit protection and family reunification be made more effective in situations of 
human mobility and mixed movements, and in the context of the pandemic? 

 
11. In 2020, the Commission continued to strengthen its promotion and training efforts for 

�������������ǯ���������fficials, civil society organizations, students, and other social actors. During this period, 
the IACHR held 71 training events and 239 promotion activities about the inter-American human rights system 
to build awareness about the system and its mechanisms and standards and about priority issues and rights.  
 

12. In the area of technical cooperation, the Commission formalized its partnerships with 
different institutions by signing four new inter institutional cooperation agreements. It also published two 
compendiums: Compendium on the Obligation of States to Adapt Their Domestic Legislation to the Inter-
American Standards of Human Rights and Compendium on Truth, Justice, and Reparation in Transitional Contexts. 
Finally, during 2021 the Commission concluded its collaboration with the universities and other institutions 
that participated in the first edition of the Specialized Academic Network for Technical Cooperation.  
 

13. The IACHR continued to strengthen its presence within OAS political bodies by delivering 38 
presentations over the course of 2021. Also noteworthy was the participation of states and civil society in all 
the activities carried out by the Commission during the year, including public hearings, consultations, training 
���������ǡ������������������������������������ǡ�����������������Ǥ��������������������������������ǯ�������������

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2020/278.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2020/278.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2020/104.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2019/064.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2019/160.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2019/160.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2019/267.asp
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/decisiones/pdf/Resolucion-1-21-es.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/documentos/03_guias_practicas_internet_ing.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/documentos/03_guias_practicas_internet_ing.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/guia_practica_migracion_ing.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/guia_practica_migracion_ing.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompendiumTransitionalJustice.pdf
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civil society is essential for the IACHR to be able to fully discharge its mandate of promoting and protecting 
human rights, and the IACHR appreciates and expresses its gratitude for the active collaboration of states and 
civil society organizations. Most of the re����ǯ������������������������������������������������������������������
����͹ͺ�����������������ʹͲʹͳǯ��������������������������ǡ����������������������region wide issues and specific 
human rights situations in 19 countries of the Americas. Open meetings with representatives of inter-American 
civil society were held at all the periods of sessions. The IACHR also organized regular meetings with states 
during its periods of sessions, and meetings were held with 12 countries during 2021 to review their portfolios 
of petitions, cases, precautionary measures, friendly settlements, and follow up recommendations.  

 
14. With the aim of achieving greater coordination between regional and universal human rights 

protection systems and the inter-American system, the Commission promoted initiatives in coordination with 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and with other international, regional, and subregional human 
rights organizations and mechanisms. During 2021, the IACHR participated in the High Level Segment of the 
sessions of the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva. It also contributed to the Universal Periodic 
Review of Trinidad and Tobago, received representatives of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR), special rapporteurs, and other UN representatives attending hearings at its 179th, 
180th, 181st, and 182nd periods of sessions, issued 19 joint press releases with the OHCHR and various United 
Nations special mechanisms, and carried out joint activities with a number of agencies of the universal human 
rights system. It also strengthened its institutional cooperation with the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
through joint participation in virtual seminars. In addition, in conjunction with the MERCOSUR Institute for 
Public Policies in Human Rights (IPPDH), it conducted the third joint edition of the International Course on 
Public Policies in Human Rights, which was attended by 100 public officials from across the Americas.  

 
15. The IACHR continued to step up its efforts in the areas of transparency, accountability, and 

information access during 2021. Thus, it published two press releases on its balance of results, created new 
information sections on its website, and presented annual reports on the work of its Special Rapporteurships. 
It also responded to 95 specific requests for access to information.  

 
16. Mention should also be made of the implementation of the Inter-American SIMORE, an online 

database tool with more than 4,700 classified and systematized recommendations relating to approved 
friendly settlement agreements, annual reports (Chapter IV.B), published merits reports, thematic and country 
reports, and precautionary measures granted. Also noteworthy is the launch of the IACHR Impact Observatory, 
��������������������������������������������������������ǯ������������������������ǡ��������������������������
other similar initiatives, and promoting dialogue and interconnections with strategic actors and communities 
interested in the effectiveness of the inter-American human rights system. 
 

17. Also during 2021, the Commission conducted 14 standards dissemination campaigns, with a 
���������͵Ǥͳ�������������������ͳ͸ͳǡʹͲͲ�������������������������������ǯ���ocial media accounts.  
 

18. The Commission continues to strive to make the IACHR more transparent in its processes, 
more predictable in its objectives and goals, and more results-oriented in its planning and management. The 
Commission will continue to foster a management approach that embraces dialogue and a shared willingness 
to solve problems, keeping its responses and commitment focused on the best interests of victims, their 
families, and the public in general. 

 
19. The IACHR thanks inter-American civil society actors engaged on human rights issues, the OAS 

member states and observers, international and regional agencies, OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro and his 
team, as well as the team of the IACHR Executive Secretariat for all the support they provided in pursuit of the 
unprecedented accomplishments presented in this Annual Report. It also thanks the member states for 
strengthening the IACHR by increasing its resources from the Regular Fund. Its thanks also go to the member 
countries, observers, and donors whose voluntary contributions have been decisive in achieving these 
results: Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, the United States, the European Commission, France, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, the Arcus Foundation, the Office of the United Nations High 

https://www.oas.org/ext/en/human-rights/simore/
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/observatory/default.asp
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Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Ford Foundation, Google, the Open Society Foundation, and the Pan 
American Development Foundation (PADF).  

 
20. The IACHR dedicates its work to the memory of the victims and acknowledges the leading role 

of civil society organizations and social movements in building societies that are more just and more respectful 
of human rights.  

A. Progress Achieved 

21. The measures that were observed are classified into three groups. The first one is cross-
cutting issues with a multidimensional impact on human rights protections.  This group includes actions that 
the IACHR has regarded as priorities to advance human rights protection, such as strengthening human rights 
institutions; strengthening democratic institutions and participation; improving access to justice; and citizen 
security and, thereby, combatting torture and forced disappearances, and preventing violence against 
vulnerable populations. The second group is measures taken by States to protect priority and particularly 
vulnerable populations. The third group includes actions taken to strengthen historic memory, truth and 
justice; freedom of expression and thought; and protection of economic, social, cultural and environmental 
rights (ESCER).  

 
22. Human rights institutionality refers not only to the public and State institutions specifically 

charged with protecting human rights, but also to the steps taken by the States in the area of the law and public 
policies aimed at strengthening the protection of human rights in all its facets. In this vein, with respect to 
actions aimed at strengthening this institutional framework, the IACHR welcomes Argentina instituting the 
2021-2023 agenda of the Federal Network of Municipalities for the Strengthening of Human Rights, an 
initiative of the Human Rights Secretariat of the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights of the Nation, along with 
the Secretariat of Municipalities of the Ministry of  Interior Affairs of the Nation, the purpose of which is to 
mainstream a human rights approach into the design, implementation and monitoring of public policies and 
strengthen inter-jurisdictional state rights promotion and protection capacities.1  

 
23. The IACHR also takes note of information provided by that country regarding the creation of 

a new virtual human rights education platform (CampusDH), with a view to strengthening democracy and 
reinforcing a human rights culture.2  It further notes the first edition of the training cycle of municipal agents 
who serve in the human rights areas of local governments, which was conducted by the Human Rights 
Secretariat of Argentina.3 In Bolivia, the IACHR highlights the legislative amendment providing for a deeper 
role of the Office of the Ombudsman, particularly, designating the national Human Rights Institutions  (NHRI) 
as the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture, granting it the power to follow up on criminal and 
disciplinary proceedings in response to reports of torture, as well as implementing promotion, dissemination 
and training programs to prevent violations of the right to humane treatment.4   As for Brazil, the IACHR notes 
that on May 28, 2021, that country deposited the instrument of ratification of the Inter-American Convention 
against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Forms of Intolerance. It also takes note of the addition of 
human rights parameters to evaluate the conduct of state-owned enterprises and the publication in June of the 
Governance Indicator (IG-Sest), which includes a human rights focus in practices.5    Regarding Chile, the IACHR 

 
1 Argentine Republic, Note responding to the request for information. Charter Article 41;  Red Federal de Municipios para el 

Fortalecimiento de los Derechos Humanos. ȏǮ	���������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ������ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

2 Argentine Republic, Note responding to the request for information. Charter Article 41; Actualización de CampusDH. 
3Secretariat of Human Rights, Culminaron las capacitaciones en Derechos Humanos para municipios de todo el país ǡ�ȏǮ������

�������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�
����ͳǤ 
4Official Gazette, Modifica la Ley Nº 870 de 13 de diciembre de 2016, del Defensor del Pueblo ǡ�ȏǮ�������������������Ǥ�ͺ͹Ͳ����

���������ͳ͵ǡ�ʹͲͳ͸ǡ�����������������ǯȐǡ�����������ʹͻ  
5 Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Note responding to request for information. Charter Article 41; Empresas 

estatais serão avaliadas a partir das ações em direitos humanos, Decreto º 9.203 ȏǮ���������������������������������������������������
���������������ȏǮ�����������������������������������������������������������������ǡ��������ͻǤʹͲ͵ǯȐ 

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/cfdh-primer-encuentro-de-la-red-federal-de-municipios
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/cfdh-primer-encuentro-de-la-red-federal-de-municipios
https://capacitacion.jus.gov.ar/campusdh/mod/page/view.php?id=10951
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/culminaron-las-capacitaciones-en-derechos-humanos-para-municipios-de-todo-el-pais
http://www.gacetaoficialdebolivia.gob.bo/edicions/view/1434NEC
https://www.gov.br/mdh/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2021/junho/empresas-estatais-serao-avaliadas-a-partir-das-acoes-em-direitos-humanos
https://www.gov.br/mdh/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2021/junho/empresas-estatais-serao-avaliadas-a-partir-das-acoes-em-direitos-humanos
https://oas365-my.sharepoint.com/personal/vanfitti_oas_org/Documents/D9203%20(planalto.gov.br)
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takes note of the end of the First National Human Rights Plan 2018-2021 and the National Human Rights and 
Business Action Plan 2017-20206 and underscores initiatives to move forward with the second edition of these 
programs including mechanisms for citizen participation in the drafting thereof.  Additionally, it takes note of 
ratification of the 2014 Protocol to ILO Convention 29 on forced labor.7  In Costa Rica, the Commission 
highlights the participation of the Ombudsperson in the meeting held in August 2021 between the 
Ombudspersons of Colombia, Panama, Ecuador and Costa Rica, with a view to reaching an agreement on a joint 
work plan to address the extracontinental and Caribbean migration crisis.8  
 

24. With respect to the United States, the IACHR welcomes the decision of that country to rejoin 
the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) in the upcoming term beginning in 2022.9  The United States had 
withdrawn from the Council in 2018.   The IACHR also takes note of enactment of a legislative bill declaring 
June 19 a federal holiday to conmmemorate the end of slavery of afrodescendent persons known as 
ǲ
���������Ǥǳ10 Additionally, it welcomes the newly created Office of the Immigration Detention Ombudsman 
within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in 2021, which was established to provide a channel for 
complaints about the detention conditions of immigrants; to oversee detention facilities; and to issue 
recommendations relating to immigration detentions in its territory.11 Regarding Honduras, the IACHR takes 
note of information provided by the State pertaining to the design of Institutional Strategic Plan PEI02022-
2025, specifically by the Human Rights Secretariat (SEDH), which is currently at the approval stage.12  As 
concerns Mexico, we highlight information submitted by the State on the holding of a number of trainings of 
personnel of the judiciary on international human rights standards.13 As for Panama, the IACHR takes note of 
the appointment of a new Ombudsman for the 2021-2026 term14 and of the conducting of a series of training 
courses on the subject of human rights to justices of the peace,15 as well as trainings for public officials, law 
enforcement,16  and public servants.17 In Paraguay, the IACHR notes that the Ministry of Justice held a meeting 
����������������������������������������������������ʹ ͲʹͳȀʹͲʹʹǳ���������������������������������������������

 
6 ������������ 
�����������������������ǡ�ǲPrimer Plan Nacional de Derechos Humanosǳ�ȏǮ	�������������������������������ǯȐǡ�

November 06, 2021. Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, Reporte de finalización Primer Plan de Acción Nacional De Derechos Humanos 
y Empresasǡ�ȏǮ������������������	������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�������ʹͲʹͳǤ 

7 ILO, Chile ratifica el Protocolo relativo al Convenio núm. 29, reafirmando su compromiso de luchar contra el trabajo forzoso, 
ȏǮ��������������������������������������ʹ ͻǡ���������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�
�������19, 2021. 

8 Semana. Defensores del Pueblo de Colombia, Panamá, Ecuador y Costa Rica trabajarán en conjunto frente a la crisis migratoria , 
ȏǮ�������������������������ǡ�������ǡ������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������ͲͶǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

9 US Department of State, Elección de Estados Unidos para integrar el Consejo de Derechos Humanos de la ONU (CDH), Election 
of the United States to become a member of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC)], October 14, 2021.   

10 France 24, https://www.france24.com/es/ee-uu-y-canad%C3%A1/20210618-juneteenth-esclavitus-festivo-biden-dia, June 
18, 2021 

11 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, The Office of the Immigration Detention Ombudsman and The CIS Ombudsman's 
�����������������ǣ�
��������������ǯ��������������������������������������������������� , October 21, 2021.   

12 Republic of Honduras, Official Letter No. SEDH-PM-065-2021, Report on Chapter IV, Volume 1 Section A of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 

13 Mexican Republic, Note responding to the Article 41 letter request for Chapter IV, Volume 1, Section A, September 18, 2021, 
pars. 34 Ȃ 49.  

14Office of the Ombudsman: Defensor Eduardo Leblanc González tomó posesión de su cargo en la Asamblea Nacional ǤȏǮ����������
����������������
������������������������������������������������������ǯȐ 

15 Office of the Ombudsman: Capacitan en Derechos Humanos a jueces de Paz en Chiriquí y ȏǮ
��������������������������������
������ ������� ����������ÀǯȐǢ����������� �������������ǣ�Defensoría del Pueblo y PNUD ofrecen capacitación sobre derechos humanos y 
poblaciones clave a Jueces de Paz de Panamá ȏǮ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Justic�������������������������ǯȐ 

16 Office of the Ombudsman: Oficiales de Derechos Humanos brindan capacitación a miembros de la Policía Nacional ȏǮ�������������
������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐ 

17 Office of the Ombudsman: Más de un millar de capacitados en Derechos Humanos. ȏǮ��������������������������������������
������ǯȐǤ 

https://planderechoshumanos.gob.cl/storage/ciclos/reporte_general_ciclo_Ciclo_7_-_Mayo_2021.xls
https://www.planddhhyempresas.gob.cl/docs/reporte_finalizaci%C3%B3n_2017-2020.pdf
https://www.planddhhyempresas.gob.cl/docs/reporte_finalizaci%C3%B3n_2017-2020.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/WCMS_766606/lang--es/index.htm
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/defensores-del-pueblo-de-colombia-panama-ecuador-y-costa-rica-trabajaran-en-conjunto-frente-a-la-crisis-migratoria/202131/
https://www.state.gov/translations/spanish/eleccion-de-estados-unidos-para-integrar-el-consejo-de-derechos-humanos-de-la-onu-cdh/
https://www.france24.com/es/ee-uu-y-canad%C3%A1/20210618-juneteenth-esclavitus-festivo-biden-dia
https://www.dhs.gov/office-immigration-detention-ombudsman
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/cis-ombudsmans-listening-session-get-know-oido
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/cis-ombudsmans-listening-session-get-know-oido
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/defensor-eduardo-leblanc-gonzalez-tomo-posesion-de-su-cargo-en-la-asamblea-nacional/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/capacitan-en-derechos-humanos-a-jueces-de-paz-en-chiriqui/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/capacitan-en-derechos-humanos-a-jueces-de-paz-en-chiriqui/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/defensoria-del-pueblo-y-pnud-ofrecen-capacitacion-sobre-derechos-humanos-y-poblaciones-clave-a-jueces-de-paz-de-panama/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/defensoria-del-pueblo-y-pnud-ofrecen-capacitacion-sobre-derechos-humanos-y-poblaciones-clave-a-jueces-de-paz-de-panama/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/estamentos-de-seguridad-reciben-capacitacion-sobre-derechos-humanos/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pa/mas-de-un-millar-de-capacitados-en-derechos-humanos/


                        

 

6 

its efforts on this subject.18  As for Peru, the IACHR welcomes that country depositing the instrument of 
accession to the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, on March 1, 
2021, thus becoming the eighth country to ratify this Convention, which was approved by the General Assembly 
of the Organization of American States (OAS) on June 15, 2015.19  Likewise, we take note of the process of 
drafting the 2021-2025 National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights, the first of its kind in Peru.20  In 
Uruguay, the IACHR takes note of the National Human Rights Action Plan.21  In the Dominican Republic, the 
IACHR welcomes the issuing of the new directive of the Ombudsman and takes note of the roll out of a new 
management model based on the principles of transparency, accessibility, independence and efficiency and the 
creation of the Citizen Rights Lecture .22 

 

25. With relation to progress on strengthening democratic institutions and participation, the 
Commission hails that peaceful general elections were held in some States of the region in the context of the 
pandemic. Countries that held national elections include Argentina, which held mid-term legislative elections 
on November 14, 2021; Mexico, which on June 6, 2021, held what is considered the largest mid-term elections 
in its history to renew the legislature and other subnational bodies. It also notes Barbados, which held its first 
elections as an independent Republic on October 20 and elected a woman as President of the Republic.23 It also 
highlights Honduras, which held presidential elections on November 28, 2021, also electing a new woman 
President; Chile, which held the general presidential election on November 21, and a runoff election on 
December 19, also electing a new  representative of the executive branch; Peru, which held a first round election 
on April 11 and a runoff election on June 6, electing a new president that day; and Saint Lucia, which held 
parliamentary elections on July 26, appointing a new Prime Minister on July 28.  

 
26. Likewise, other countries held peaceful elections of subnational authorities, including Bolivia, 

on April 11.  The IACHR further notes the steps taken by the States to strengthen democracy and citizen 
participation in political processes and in public policy making.  In Argentina, the Commission and its 
Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression became aware that the country joined in June 2021 the United 
Nations Information and Democracy Partnership, which binds the signatory countries to encourage online 
access to free, independent, plural and reliable information; it establishes democratic principles such as 
political, ideological and religious neutrality for algorithms; and emphasizes digital service provider 
accountability to promote reliable and pluralistic content in indexing.24 Regarding Costa Rica, the IACHR takes 
note of the creation of the Economic Social Advisory Council (CCES), which is made up of 54 representatives of 
social, business, trade union, religious, academic sectors, civil society and institutions and will function as an 
advisory body to the executive branch of government on actions, programs and public policies as a new 

 
18 Ministry of Justice, ǲ�����������������
���������������×������×���������������������������������������������ǳǡ�ȏǮ������������

Justice coordinated meeting of the human rights ne����������������������ǯȐǡ�����������Ͳ͸ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
19 IACHR, Press Release 55/21 - La CIDH celebra la adhesión de Perú a la Convención Interamericana sobre la Protección de los 

Derechos Humanos de las Personas Mayoresǡ��������������������ǯ���������������������������-American Convention on the Protection of 
the Human Rights of Older Persons, March 9, 2021. 

20 ������������
�����������������������ǡ�ǲMINJUSDH presenta a la comunidad nacional e internacional el Plan de Acción sobre 
Empresas y Derechos Humanosǳ�ȏ���
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Human Rights], June 24, 2021; Office of the Ombudsman, ǲ�����������������������
���������������������nces en elaboración del plan 
de acción sobre empresas y DD. HHǳ�ȏǮ���������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�������͵Ͳǡ�
2021. 

21National Human Rights Institute and Office of the Ombudsman, ǲ��������À�� ��� ��������� �������� ����×� ��� �������� ���
����������×����������������������������������×���������������������ǳǡ�ȏǮ���������������������������������������������������������������
first National Hu����������������������ǯȐǡ��������ʹ͵ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

22 Defensor del Pueblo crea Cátedra de Derechos Ciudadanos, 12 de noviembre de 2021. Defensor del Pueblo lanza modelo de 
gestión, 12 de noviembre de 2021. [Ombudsman creates Citizen Rights Lecture, 12, November, 2021. Ombudsman rolls out management 
model, November 12, 2021 

23 Barbados Government Information Service. Dame Sandra Mason is First President Elect, October 20, 2021. 
24 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information submitted by the State for the Annual Report of the 

Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression.   

https://derechoshumanos.gov.py/index.php/noticias/El-Ministerio-de-Justicia-coordin%C3%B3-reuni%C3%B3n-de-la-Red-de-DD-HH-del-Ejecutivo
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/055.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/055.asp
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minjus/noticias/502086-minjusdh-presenta-a-la-comunidad-nacional-e-internacional-el-plan-de-accion-sobre-empresas-y-derechos-humanos
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minjus/noticias/502086-minjusdh-presenta-a-la-comunidad-nacional-e-internacional-el-plan-de-accion-sobre-empresas-y-derechos-humanos
https://www.defensoria.gob.pe/actividades/nos-reunimos-con-el-minjusdh-para-conocer-avances-en-elaboracion-del-plan-de-accion-sobre-empresas-y-dd-hh/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pe/actividades/nos-reunimos-con-el-minjusdh-para-conocer-avances-en-elaboracion-del-plan-de-accion-sobre-empresas-y-dd-hh/
https://www.gub.uy/secretaria-derechos-humanos/comunicacion/noticias/secretaria-derechos-humanos-lanzo-proceso-construccion-del-primer-plan
https://www.gub.uy/secretaria-derechos-humanos/comunicacion/noticias/secretaria-derechos-humanos-lanzo-proceso-construccion-del-primer-plan
https://defensordelpueblo.gob.do/2021/09/09/defensor-del-pueblo-crea-catedra-de-derechos-ciudadanos/
https://defensordelpueblo.gob.do/2021/07/13/defensor-del-pueblo-lanza-modelo-de-gestion/
https://defensordelpueblo.gob.do/2021/07/13/defensor-del-pueblo-lanza-modelo-de-gestion/
https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/dame-sandra-mason-is-first-president-elect/
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participatory space in the design of public policies.25 In Guyana, the IACHR notes the efforts of the government 
to strengthen democracy through the participation of all stakeholders in a consultative and inclusive process 
of Electoral and Constitutional Reform.26 The consultative mechanism for the process of electoral reform has 
been written into Article 13 of the Constitution, which guarantees the participation of citizens in decision-
making processes of the State.27  

 
27. In Honduras, the IACHR takes note of the measures taken by the State to ensure the right to 

life, humane treatment and liberty of people who demonstrate during social mobilizations, including training 
the National Police on the Use of Force and Crowd and Riot Control, as well as creating the Municipal 
Observatories on Coexistence and Citizen Security, which help to validate police information and ensure proper 
implementation of security strategies according to the National Plan (Plan de Nación), and accompaniment by 
the National Human Rights Commission (CONADEH) at social protest demonstrations, acting as a mediator 
between the people and authorities with a view to guaranteeing the safety of the demonstrators and the 
responsibility of authorities to ensure that safety. As for Mexico, the IACHR takes note of information provided 
by the State on the INE agreement to guarantee gender parity in 7 of 15 state governorships disputed over the 
election period, as well as the change in registration requirements for federal deputy seats in order to ensure 
proportional representation of indigenous persons, Afro-Mexicans, persons with disabilities and LGBTI 
persons,28 for reasons of gender, and the National Register of Persons Sanctioned for Gender-based Political 
Violence.29 

 
28. Access to timely, transparent, effective, impartial and non-selective justice continues to be 

one of the most important pending challenges in the Americas. Notwithstanding, over the year positive steps 
were taken in this area. Thus, the IACHR takes note of information provided by Bolivia about measures 
implemented to ensure and improve effective access to criminal justice through electronic case filing with the 
Office of the Public Prosecutor and the Supreme Court of Justice.30  The State underscored that the process of 
IT enhancement is also being used to facilitate the access of institutions of the criminal justice system to the 
information they need to alleviate overcrowding at prison facilities.31  Additionally, the State reported on 
training processes for prosecutors on the protection of the rights of women, LGBTI persons and other 
populations in vulnerable situations.32 The State also reported that the Departmental Courts of Justice received 
guidelines on the administration of justice with a gender, intersectional and intercultural perspective,33 which 
the IACHR views as a positive step.  Likewise, the State highlighted the working groups to address judicial delay 
in several jurisdictions.34  As for access to justice for gross human rights violations perpetrated over the last 
quarter of 2019 in Bolivia, the Commission points to the presentation of the final report of the Interdisciplinary 

 
25 Office of the President of the Government of Costa Rica, Fruto del diálogo multisectorial 2020: Instalado Consejo Consultivo 

Económico Socialǡ�ȏǮ	������������ʹ ͲʹͲ�����������������������ǣ�������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������ʹ͹ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
26 Office of the President, Consultative mechanism will be in place to drive Constitutional reform Ȃ President Ali, 2 February 

2021. 
27 Parliament of Guyana, Constitutional (Amendment) No.4, Act No. 6 of 2001, 7 August 2001. 

28 Mexican State Report, Chapter IV. September 18, 2021, par. 155 Ȃ 177. 
29 Mexican State Report, Chapter IV. September 18, 2021, par. 178 Ȃ 189.  
30 Plurinational State of Bolivia, Verbal Note MPB-OEA-NV204-21, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Plurinational 

State of Bolivia for its inclusion in the 2021 IACHR Annual Report, October 15, 2021. Pgs. 8 and 16.  
31 Plurinational State of Bolivia, Verbal Note MPB-OEA-NV204-21, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Plurinational 

State of Bolivia for its inclusion in the 2021 IACHR Annual Report, October 15, 2021. Pg. 11.  
32 Plurinational State of Bolivia, Verbal Note MPB-OEA-NV204-21, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Plurinational 

State of Bolivia for its inclusion in the 2021 IACHR Annual Report, October 15, 2021. Pgs. 11 and 12.  
33 Plurinational State of Bolivia, Verbal Note MPB-OEA-NV204-21, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Plurinational 

State of Bolivia for its inclusion in the 2021 IACHR Annual Report, October 15, 2021. Pg. 12. 
34 Plurinational State of Bolivia, Verbal Note MPB-OEA-NV204-21, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Plurinational 

State of Bolivia for its inclusion in the 2021 IACHR Annual Report, October 15, 2021. Pg. 12. 

https://www.nacion.com/el-pais/politica/costa-rica-invierte-en-justicia-mas-que-el/F47ASJSTKJELBLVLHKTM6LUNIU/story/
https://www.nacion.com/el-pais/politica/costa-rica-invierte-en-justicia-mas-que-el/F47ASJSTKJELBLVLHKTM6LUNIU/story/
https://op.gov.gy/index.php/2021/02/02/consultative-mechanism-will-be-in-place-to-drive-constitutional-reform-president-ali/
https://parliament.gov.gy/documents/acts/4558-act_no._6_of_2001.pdf


                        

 

8 

Group of Independent Experts (GIEI-Bolivia) on August 17, 2021.35 In this regard, the IACHR commends, once 
again, the Plurinational State of Bolivia for accepting the installation of the GIEI and offering the experts,  as 
well as its technical team,  the necessary conditions to perform their work in an environment of security, free 
of interferences36 and hails the willingness expressed by the State to comply with the recommendations of the 
GIEI-Bolivia.37  

 
29. Additionally, the Commission takes note of the information provided by Colombia regarding 

access to justice in cases of violence against women in the context of the 2021 protests, reporting that 27.3% 
of the complaints of sexual violence against women had been clarified.38 It also takes note of the opening of two 
investigations into alleged disciplinary offenses by National Police agents for acts of sexual violence,39  as well 
as charges brought against policemen involved in holding an adolescent girl, who was allegedly sexually 
assaulted by several agents of the public security forces in the city of Popayán.40  In Guyana, the IACHR notes 
the use of technology and the establishment of new courts to guarantee access to justice and to reduce the case 
backlog.41  Additionally, the IACHR welcomes the efforts of the State to guarantee access to justice for people 
living in rural areas by setting up a court of resident magistrates outside of the capital city.42 As for Haiti, the 
Commission highlights the creation of the Office of Mediation and Legal Education by the OPC.  According to 
public information, the purpose of this office is to facilitate dispute resolution through mediation and it is 
responsible for receiving and following up on complaints relating to human rights violations and abuses in 
public administration. Another purpose of this office is to provide support and legal advice on gender-based 
violence. Additionally, it seeks to promote effective access to justice and guarantees protection of victims of 
sexual violence when they report such acts.43  In Honduras, the IACHR takes note of information provided by 
the State that, with the support of German Cooperation GIZ, the judiciary has promoted the drafting of the Open 
Justice and Integrity Policy in the judiciary of Honduras and the creation of a Technical Working Group of the 
Judiciary with the participation of different stakeholders, including consultants, judicial facilitators, civil society 
and academia, to guarantee greater access to justice.44  The Commission also appreciates the information 
submitted by the State, particularly, about progress in hiring prosecutors at the national level to staff the Office 
of the Prosecutor for Crimes against Life and the Office of the Special Prosecutor for the Protection of Human 
Rights Defenders (FEPRODDH), and about training on the subject of human rights to reduce the rate of impunity 

 
35 IACHR, Press Release 215/21, La CIDH asiste, como invitada, al acto protocolar de entrega del informe del Grupo 

Interdisciplinario de Expertas y Expertos Independientes Ȃ Bolivia, IACHR Attends Report Submission Ceremony for the Interdisciplinary 
Group of Independent Experts on Bolivia, August 17, 2021.  

36 IACHR, Press Release No. 215/21 La CIDH asiste, como invitada, al acto protocolar de entrega del informe del Grupo 
Interdisciplinario de Expertas y Expertos Independientes Ȃ Bolivia, IACHR Attends Report Submission Ceremony for the Interdisciplinary 
Group of Independent Experts on Bolivia, August 17, 2021. 

37 Office of the President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Presidente recibe informe del GEIE que corrobora el golpe de Estado 
y anuncia aplicar sus recomendacionesǡ� ȏǮ���������� ��������� ������� ��� ���� 
���ǡ� ������ ������������� ���� ����� �ǯ±���� ���� ����������
�������������������������������������ǯǡ��������ͳ͹ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

38 IACHR, Hearing on Follow-up to observations and recommendations from the working visit to Colombia ǲSeguimiento a las 
observaciones y recomendaciones de la visita de trabajo a Colombiaǳǡ�Follow up to observations and recommendation from the working 
visit to Colombia, 180th Regular Session, October 26, 2021, minute 42:11. 

39 IACHR, La CIDH condena las graves violaciones de derechos humanos en el contexto de las protestas en Colombia, rechaza 
toda forma de violencia y reitera la importancia de que el Estado honre sus obligaciones internacionales , IACHR Condemns Serious Human 
Rights Violations in the Protest Context in Colombia, Rejects All Forms of Violence, and Stresses that the State Must C omply with its 
International Obligations, May 25, 2021.. 

40 Procuraduría General de la Nación, Boletín no. 674, October 21, 2021. 
41  Supreme Court, We can still hear you, 2021.  
42 Department of Public Information, �
����������������̈́ͳ͹͹���������������������������ǯ�������, 21 May 2021; Also see, , 

Kaieteur News, $4.6 B budget announced for improving citizens access to Justice, February 13, 2021. 
43  Le Nouvelliste, La OPC tiene una oficina de mediación y educación jurídica públicaǡ�ȏǮ���������������������������������������

����������������������ǯȐǡ�����ͳ͹ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ  
44 Republic of Honduras, Observations of the State of Honduras on the Report Situation of Human Rights in Honduras 2019, 

October 29, 2021, pg. 7. 

http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/215.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/215.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/215.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/215.asp
https://www.presidencia.gob.bo/index.php/prensa/noticias/1632-presidente-recibe-informe-del-geie-que-corrobora-el-golpe-de-estado-y-anuncia-aplicar-sus-recomendaciones
https://www.presidencia.gob.bo/index.php/prensa/noticias/1632-presidente-recibe-informe-del-geie-que-corrobora-el-golpe-de-estado-y-anuncia-aplicar-sus-recomendaciones
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YrtWGz9VEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YrtWGz9VEg
https://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/137.asp
https://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/137.asp
https://www.procuraduria.gov.co/portal/PROCURADURIA-FORMULA-CARGOS-A-POLICIAS-INVOLUCRADOS-EN-HECHOS-RELACIONADOS-CON-POSIBLE-RETENCION-ILEGAL-DE-ADOLESCENTE-EN-POPAYAN_-CAUCA.news
https://supremecourt.gy/
https://supremecourt.gy/
https://dpi.gov.gy/ag-nandlall-opens-177m-modern-bartica-magistrates-court/
https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2021/02/13/4-6-b-budget-announced-for-improving-citizens-access-to-justice/
https://lenouvelliste.com/article/229057/lopc-dispose-dun-bureau-de-mediation-et-de-vulgarisation-juridique?fbclid=IwAR0e3w7EYpx1LszJlOaRedGYKtjpt4NqqD6wzlv9PkXdTtTCE06x0tBYpFc
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in crimes against human rights defenders and journalists.45  As for Jamaica, the IACHR takes note of the 
announcement by the Ministry of Justice of setting up more parochial justice centers to carry out programs of 
restorative justice, dispute resolution and other access to justice-related initiatives. According to information 
available to the IACHR, these centers also serve as a point of contact for justices of the peace to increase access 
to justice services.46  

 
30. Citizen security ���������������������������������������������������������������ǯ��������-up. 

In this regard, the IACHR notes that in 2021 several countries of the region reported a substantial decrease in 
violence and crime rates. With respect to Bolivia, the IACHR takes note of information provided by the State 
about the creation of a Gender Unit within the Bolivian Police to investigate complaints of physical, 
psychological and sexual violence against women.47 Additionally, the IACHR takes note of the implementation 
��������������ǲ����������������ǳ�ȏǮ��������������������ǯȐ�����ǲ���-ͳͳͲǳǡ������������������������������������
respond to crime.48  Regarding Chile, the IACHR and its Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression highlights 
progress made by the State in training officers of the Carabineros to bring the operations of law enforcement 
and public security forces in line with human rights standards; and the positive legal reforms on the use of 
antiriot shotguns and the organizational structure of the Carabineros; progress relating to the use of a gender 
and human rights approach to policing, with a special focus on protecting the rights of women and the LGBTIQ+ 
population; among other things.49  As for the United States, the Commission welcomes the efforts of the bodies 
of the justice system to bring to trial and punish those responsible for police violence with a racial bias in the 
country, such as the trial of the law enforcement officers involved in the murders of George Floyd and Daunte 
Wright;50 as well as the developments in the suits for compensation to the families of the victims of police 
violence and racism.51  In Guyana, the IACHR notes that the Guyanese Police (GPF) reported a drop of 19.4% in 
serious crime throughout the country from January 1 to November 8, 2021, as compared to the same period in 
2020. These crimes reportedly include a decrease of: i) 10.5% in robberies; ii) 29.8% in armed robberies; and, 
iii) 44.7% in aggravated robberies.52  With respect to initiatives to combat crime, the Commission notes that 
the President of the Republic announced the launching of a gun amnesty, which enables individuals who 
possess illegal firearms to turn them into the competent authorities. It also takes note that, when the guns are 
turned in, individuals have the opportunity to discuss alternatives to earn income and lead a decent life.53 In 
Honduras, the IACHR has also noted a downward trend in the homicide rate over past years, though a rate of 

 
45 Republic of Honduras, Official Letter SEDH-PM-065-2021, Response to request for information in Chapter IV of Volume 1, 

Section A, October 18, 2021.  
46 Jamaica Information Service, More Justice Centers Coming, 3 February 2021.  
47 Plurinational State of Bolivia. Verbal Note MPB-OEA-NV204-21, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Plurinational 

State of Bolivia for it to be included in the 2021 IACHR Annual report, October 15, 2021. In IACHR Archive and Vice Minister of 
Communication. Ministro de Gobierno anuncia la creación de una Unidad de Género para investigar denuncias de  violencia física y 
psicológicaǡ� ȏǮ��������� ��� 
���������� ���������� ��������� ��� �� 
������ ����� ��� ������������ ����������� ��� ��������� ���� ��������������
violen��ǯȐǡ�������ͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

48 Office of the President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Presidente Arce destaca implementación del Bol-110 y plan Mi 
Barrios Seguroǡ�ȏǮ�����������������ghlights implementation of Bol-ͳͳͲ�����������������������������������ǯȐǡ����������ͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳ���������
Digital, Presidente Arce destaca el proyecto Bol-110 y Mi Barrio Seguro para resguardar la seguridad de la poblaciónǡ� ȏǮ���������������
highlights Bol-ͳͳͲ�����������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ����������ͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ� 
49 

 Republic of Chile. October 27, 2021. Official Letter 158/21 from the Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS. In re. 2021 Annual 
Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Archives of the RELE; Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, Sub 
secretariat for Human Rights, Inter-ministerial Human Rights Committee of the Republic of Chile. March 2021. Progress report on the 
measures adopted in relation to the recommendations received from national and international human rights organizations in the context 
of the social protests of 2019. Pgs. 5-6. Archives of the RELE. 

50 IACHR, statement on social media, available at: https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1382124649434202115, April 13, 2021. 

51 IACHR, statement on social media, available at: https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1384877851929976833 , April 21, 2021. 
52 Department of Public Information, Government security investments bearing fruit, 16 November 2021. 
53 Department of Public Information, 
��ǯ������������������������������������������������������ǯ��������������-President Ali, 12 

November 2021.  

https://jis.gov.jm/more-justice-centres-coming/
http://www.comunicacion.gob.bo/?q=20210308/31937
http://www.comunicacion.gob.bo/?q=20210308/31937
https://www.mingobierno.gob.bo/lun-08112021-1855presidente-arce-destaca-implementacion-del-bol-110-plan-mi-barrio-seguro
https://www.mingobierno.gob.bo/lun-08112021-1855presidente-arce-destaca-implementacion-del-bol-110-plan-mi-barrio-seguro
https://www.atb.com.bo/seguridad/presidente-arce-destaca-el-proyecto-bol-110-y-mi-barrio-seguro-para-resguardar-la-seguridad-de-la-poblaci%C3%B3n
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1382124649434202115
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1384877851929976833
https://dpi.gov.gy/government-security-investments-bearing-fruit/
https://dpi.gov.gy/government-security-investments-bearing-fruit/
https://dpi.gov.gy/govt-will-launch-confidential-programme-to-turn-criminals-lives-around-president-ali/
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39.0 per 100,00 inhabitants is projected in 2021, which would be slightly higher than in 2020, but lower than 
in other previous years, based on the calculations of the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP).54   According to information from the State, as of June 2021, 23.17 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants 
had been reported and as of July 2021, the Secretariat of Security (SEDS) reported 68 municipalities with no 
incidents of crime.55 Likewise, the Commission takes note of information provided by the State about measures 
to move forward in implementing the plan to gradually relieve the Armed Forces from performing citizen 
security tasks, including strengthening the National Police by boosting the number of active duty police officers 
from 18,390 in 2020 to 19,286 in 202156 and the number of detectives in the Police Investigation Office, as well 
as training of policemen and officers with a human rights approach. In Jamaica, the Commission takes note of 
the Citizen Security Plan of the State to reduce crime, the high homicide rate in the country and reports of 
police-perpetrated homicides. According to official information, the Citizen Security Plan seeks to bring about 
a transformation and long-term development of vulnerable community spaces based on a multisectoral 
approach.  Additionally, it sets as priority areas: i) reducing crime and violence; ii) making safer spaces 
available; and, iii) guaranteeing human and community development.57   It is also expected that at least 100 
communities will benefit from the initiatives of community transformation implemented under the Plan.58 
Regarding México, the Commission welcomes the adoption of the Additional Protocol for the Search of Children 
and Adolescents (PABNNA),59 the strengthening of forensic capacities of federal entities by aiding in the 
building human identification centers and forensic repositories using federal subsidies,60 the assumption of 
duties of the Coordinating Group of the Special Mechanism of Forensic Identification (MEIF),61 as well as the 
adoption of the agreement creating the Missing Migrant Search Table by the SNB.62  The IACHR also welcomes 
the invitation of the United Nations Committee on Enforced Disappearance (CED) to Mexico in November 2021, 
the decision of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation (SCJN) recognizing the compulsory nature of urgent 
actions of the CED,63 as well as the creation of the Truth Commission for the clarification of gross human rights 
violations committed from 1965 to 1990.64 

 
54 UNDP, Análisis multidimensional de la seguridad ciudadana en Hondurasǡ�ȏǮ�������������������������������������������������

��������ǯȐ�	����������ʹͲʹͳǡ���������ʹ͵ǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ 
55 �����������������ǡ�������� ���������� ����������� ��ǡ� �������ͳ� �������� ǲ�ǳ���� �������������������������� ���� �����-American 

Commission on Human Rights, November 2, 2021, par. 73. 
56 State of Honduras, Observations of the State of Honduras on the Report Situation of Human Rights in Honduras 2019, October 

29, 2021, pg.. 5. 
57 Jamaica Information Service, $43 Billion To Be Spent On Implementation Of CSP In Five Years, 2 March 2021. 

58 Jamaica Information Service, 
��ǯ������������������������������������������, 18 February 2021. 
59 IACHR, https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1383037926066520064?s=20, April 16, 2021; DOF, Acuerdo SNBP/002/2021 por 

el que el Sistema Nacional de Búsqueda de Personas aprueba el Protocolo Adicional para la Búsqueda de Niñas, Niños y Adolesce ntes, 
ȏǮ��������������ȀͲͲʹȀʹͲʹͳ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ch of 
������������������������ǯȐǡ�
����ͳͷǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ������ǡ�https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1415804689493413897?s=20, July 15, 2021. 

60 SEGOB, Centro Estatal de Búsqueda e Identificación Forense en SLP, herramienta para enfrentar búsqueda de personas ǡ�ȏǮ������
����������������������	�����������������������������ǡ���������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�	��������ͳͲǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ���
��ǡ� Se reitera el 
compromiso del gobierno federal en la búsqueda de personas desaparecidas ǡ�ȏǮ	�������
���������������������������������������������
�������������������ǯȐǡ� 	��������ʹ͸ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ���� �����ǡ�El panteón forense de Jalisco presenta un avance del 40 por ciento ǡ� ȏǮ���� ���������
������������
�������������ͶͲΨ���������ǯȐǡ����ober 29, 2021; Report of the Mexican State, Chapter IV. September 18, 2021, par. 297.  

61 SEGOB, Se presenta a personas integrantes del Grupo Coordinador del Mecanismo Extraordinario de Identificación Forense , 
ȏǮ�������� ��� ���� ������������� 
����� ��� ���� ������������������ ��� 	�������� ��������������� ���� ����������ǯȐǡ� �������͵Ͳǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ� ��CHR, 
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1432705884673749022?s=20, August 31, 2021.  

62 Second meeting of the National Search System 2021, November 9, 2021; SEGOB, Aprueba SNBP mecanismos de búsqueda de 
personas migrantes desaparecidasǡ� ȏǮ����� ��������� �������� �������� ������� ����������ǯȐǡ� ��������� ͻǡ� ʹͲʹͳǢ� �����ǡ�
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1458462923702128643?s=20, November 10, 2021. 

63 Report of the Mexican State. Chapter IV. September 18, 2021, par. 297; IACHR, 
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1405663981948309505?s=20, June 17, 2021.  

64 DOF, Decreto por el que se crea la Comisión para el Acceso a la Verdad, el Esclarecimiento Histórico y el Impulso a la Justicia 
de las violaciones graves a los derechos humanos cometidas de 1965 a 1990ǡ�ȏǮ������������������������������������������������������ǡ�
Historical Clarification and the Drive toward Justice for the serious human rights violations committed from 1965 to 1990.], October 6, 
2021; IACHR, https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1446596411722711044?s=20, October 8, 2021.  

https://www.hn.undp.org/content/honduras/es/home/presscenter/articles/2021/analisis-multidimensional-de-la-seguridad-ciudadana-en-honduras-0.html
https://jis.gov.jm/43-billion-to-be-spent-on-implementation-of-csp-in-five-years/
https://jis.gov.jm/govt-establishes-citizen-security-secretariat/
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1383037926066520064?s=20
http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5623969&fecha=15/07/2021
http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5623969&fecha=15/07/2021
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1415804689493413897?s=20
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/centro-estatal-de-busqueda-e-identificacion-forense-en-slp-herramienta-para-enfrentar-busqueda-de-personas
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/se-reitera-el-compromiso-del-gobierno-federal-en-la-busqueda-de-personas-desaparecidas
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/se-reitera-el-compromiso-del-gobierno-federal-en-la-busqueda-de-personas-desaparecidas
https://www.elsiglodedurango.com.mx/2021/10/1349195.el-panteon-forense-de-jalisco-presenta-un-avance-del-40-por-ciento.html
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/se-presenta-a-personas-integrantes-del-grupo-coordinador-del-mecanismo-extraordinario-de-identificacion-forense
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1432705884673749022?s=20
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/218336
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/218336
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1458462923702128643?s=20
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1405663981948309505?s=20
https://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5631865&fecha=06/10/2021
https://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5631865&fecha=06/10/2021
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1446596411722711044?s=20
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31. In relation to the second group of measures that includes actions to protect priority and 

particularly vulnerable populations, the IACHR takes note of the measures taken to guarantee the universal, 
indivisible and interdependent nature of human rights under the principles of equality and non-discrimination, 
attempting to mitigate actions that could intensify human rights violations against different groups of persons, 
groups and communities in the hemisphere.    

 
32. With regard to the rights of indigenous peoples, the Commission welcomes the ruling of the 

Supreme Court of Belize of June 16, 2021, in favor of Mayan territorial rights, defending the right of the Jalacte 
community to free, prior and informed consent over its traditional lands. The Court issued a decision in the 
case of Jalacte Village v.  Attorney General,  compelling the State to return the lands that had been taken without 
the consent of the community and ordering payment of compensation of the equivalent of USD $3.12 million.65 
As for Colombia, the IACHR takes note of the information provided by the State about actions aimed at 
�������������������������������������������������ǯ�����������������������������������������������������������
spaces of consensus-building in the framework of the Commission on the Human Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.66  Additionally, it reported that steps have been taken to technically strengthen the National 
����������������ǯ�ǯ���������������������������������������������ǡ���������������������������ȋ�����), with 
the support of the International Organization for Migration and Border Management, hired a consultancy team 
to draft a preliminary diagnostic assessment on the indigenous population that has been moved away from the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.67 In Chile, the Commission is happy that the first Mapuche woman, an 
accomplished defender of the linguistic rights of indigenous peoples, Dr. Elisa Lancón Antileola 68, has been 
elected president of the Constitutional Convention.  The IACHR also welcomes that the constituent assembly 
��������������������Ͷǡ�ʹͲʹͳ����������������������������������ǲ����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ�������
rights69 and, for this purpose, a standing commission was created called Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
����������������ǡ����������������ǲ���������������������������������Ǥǳ� �������������������������������������
actions taken by the State of Chile to formally recognize the Selk´nam people, who for many years have been 
applying for recognition as an original people.70  In addition, the Commission hails the decisions of the Chilean 
judiciary granting recognition to the rights of indigenous peoples, such as the decision of August 31, whereby 
��������������������������������������������������ǲ������� ��������������� ������������������������������
Community against the Canadian mining company Andex Minerals Spa and ruled that the exploration that it 
had been engaging in since 2018 in the Sagrado Anocarire mountain, located in the community of Camarones, 
������� ��� ������ ���� ����������ǡ� ����� ����� ǲ�������� ���� ��������� ����������� ������������ ���� ���� �����
���������Ǥǳ71 It also welcomes the decision of the First Chamber of the Court of Appeals of Concepción 
dismissing on October 28, 2021 a claim brought by the company Forestal Mininco SA against the judgment of 
the Trial Court of Cañete, recognizing ownership of the Rucañirre Mapuche community of a tract of land in the 
community, on the grounds that it has held title to it since 1897.72  The judgment was based on ILO Convention 

 
65 Cultural Survival. Maya Peoples Win Lawsuit against Belize Government for Violating Land Rights. June 23, 2021. 
66 Republic of Colombia, Submissions of Colombia for the drafting of the 2021 IACHR Annual Report Ȃ Chapter IV, Section A 

ǲ��������������������������������������������������������ǡǳ����Ǥ�ͳͷ͸Ǥ� 
67  Republic of Colombia, Submissions of Colombia for the drafting of the 2021 IACHR Annual Report Ȃ Chapter IV, Section A 

ǲ��������������������������������������������������������ǡǳ�����Ǥ�ͳͷ͹-158.  
68  Doctor Loncón Antileo, who led the work of the Assembly beginning in July 2021, was replaced by Maria Elisa Quinteros as 

the New President of the Constituent Assembly of Chile in January 2022.   
69 Constitutional Convention. Aprobado reglamento de Participación y Consulta Indígena. ȏǮ��������������������������������

��������������������������������ǯȐǡ���������Ͷǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
70 El Mostrador. Gobierno licita estudio clave para reconocimiento formal del pueblo Selk´nam. ȏǮ
���������������������������

�������������������������������������������������ǯ����������ǯȐ�����������ʹ ǡ��ʹͲʹͳǤ� 
71 Radio Universidad de Chile. Comunidad Aymara de Umirpa gana recurso de protección contra empresa canadiense Andex 

Minerals. [Aymara community of Umirpa wins appeal for protection against Canadi�������������������������ǯȐ�����������ʹǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ� 
72 Judicial Branch. Corte de Concepción rechaza demanda reivindicatoria de empresa forestal y reconoce propiedad ancestral de 

comunidad indígena sobre predio de Cañete. ȏǮ������ ��� ��������×�� ���������� ������ ��� ��������� ��mpany and recognizes ancestral 

https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/maya-peoples-win-lawsuit-against-belize-government-violating-land-rights
https://www.chileconvencion.cl/news_cconstitucional/aprobado-reglamento-de-participacion-y-consulta-indigena/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/cultura/2021/09/02/gobierno-licita-estudio-clave-para-reconocimiento-formal-del-pueblo-selknam/
https://radio.uchile.cl/2021/09/02/comunidad-aymara-de-umirpa-gana-recurso-de-proteccion-contra-empresa-canadiense-andex-minerals/
https://radio.uchile.cl/2021/09/02/comunidad-aymara-de-umirpa-gana-recurso-de-proteccion-contra-empresa-canadiense-andex-minerals/
https://www.pjud.cl/prensa-y-comunicaciones/noticias-del-poder-judicial/63949
https://www.pjud.cl/prensa-y-comunicaciones/noticias-del-poder-judicial/63949


                        

 

12 

169, the case law of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the decisions of the IACHR. As for Paraguay, 
the Commission welcomes the defeat of the legislative bill that was intended to amend the Agrarian Statute 
(Law 1.863/2002) which, had it been passed, would have adversely impacted the claims of indigenous peoples 
to their traditional territories, which are the targets of land grabs and illegal transfers.  

 
33. As for �����ǯ�� ������ǡ� the IACHR appreciates the efforts of the Gender Affairs Office of 

Antigua and Barbuda to disseminate information about services and support centers for women survivors of 
violence;73 as well as public information indicating that statistical figures for domestic violence during the 
COVID-19 pandemic74 did not post a rise.  The IACHR also views as a positive step the funding granted by the 
Department of Gender and Family Affairs of The Bahamas to two local non-profit non-governmental 
organizations, in framework of the Violence Prevention Program for Perpetrators, the purpose of which is to 
address the root causes of gender-based violence.75 The Commission also takes note of the fact that according 
to official information, sexual violence in The Bahamas against women has decreased by 13% as compared to 
the prior year, with 131 incidents reported from January to September 2021 -including rape, attempted rape, 
incest and sexual assault. 76  Likewise, in Barbados, it welcomes the roll out in March 2021 of the Project on 
Gender Violence at the Workplace,77 in collaboration with UN-Women, which seeks to raise awareness about 
the issue through different training tools.  Also, with respect to Belize, the IACHR takes note of the official 
records indicating a decrease in cases of violence against women, in comparison with the previous year78 and 
��� ���� ������������� ������������������ǯ���������������� ��� 16 Days of Activism Resource Paquet in the 
framework of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, with a view to involve the 
government, non-governmental organizations and the private sector in the activism campaign and promote the 
fight against gender-based violence.79 As for Canada, the Commission takes note of the allocation of $222.9 
million Canadian dollars by the Government of Quebec to combat domestic violence and femicides.80  Likewise, 
it welcomes the decision of the Superior Court of Ontario finding unconstitutional the provisions of Law C-36 
that prohibits sex workers from taking certain protection measures, including hiring security.81  As regards 
Cuba, the Commission welcomes the approval of the National Program for the Advancement of Women, whose 
general purpose is to promote equal rights, opportunities and possibilities for women, as well as eliminate 
����������� ������������ ��� ��������������� ��� ������ �������Ǥ� ���� �������ǯ�� ����� ��� ������� ��������� �������
equality as a crosscutting pillar, with several areas of particular focus, including the economic, education and 
health spheres, especially sexual and reproductive health, as well as communication policies to promote a 
culture of equality, respect for diversity and non-discrimination, encouraging the participation of women at all 
levels of decision-making, and gathering statistics with a gender perspective.82  With respect to Dominica, the 

 
�����������������������������������������Ó������������Ǥǯ�[October 28, 2021. Also see:  El desconcierto.cl. Corte de Apelaciones rechaza 
demanda de Forestal Mininco y reconoce terreno mapuche. ȏǮ������������������������������������	���������������������������������������
���������ǯȐǡ���������ʹͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

73 Instagram. Cuenta oficial de Gender Affairs Antigua y Bermuda, Official Account of Gender Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, 
viewed on November 30, 2021; Instagram. Cuenta oficial de Support & Referral Centre, Official Account of Support and Referral Centre, 
viewed on November 30, 2021. 

74 Observer. Gender Affairs official, reveals no spike in domestic violence cases, October 26, 2021. 

75 The Government of The Bahamas. DGPA continues efforts to address violence with two new grants. May 31, 2021. 
76 Royal Bahamas Police Force. Meet the Press Nationwide Crime Statistics January- Septembre 2021. 
77 Barbados Government Information Service. ���������������������������������ǯ�����������, March 4, 2021; Barbados 

Today. �ǯ�������������������������������������������������-based violence, March 2, 2021. 

78 Belize Crime Observatory, Gender-Based Violence, 2021. 
79 ��������������ǯ������������ǡ�NWC-16 Days of Activisim Resource Paquet, November 5, 2021. 
80 Radio Canada. Québec débloque 222,9 millions pour lutter contre la violence conjugale, [Quebec appropriates 222.9 million 

����������������������������������ǯȐǡ�������ʹ͵ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
81 Toronto Star.  Judge rules key federal sex work laws unconstitutional, April 22, 2021; CanLII. R. v. N.S., 2021 ONSC 2920 

(CanLII), April 21, 2021; Parliament of Canada. Bill C-36 Statutes of Canada 2014, 2014. 
82 Decreto Presidencial 198/2021, Presidential Decree published in Official Gazette No. 14 Special Issue of the Republic of Cuba, 

March  8, 2021. 

https://www.eldesconcierto.cl/nacional/2021/10/28/corte-de-apelaciones-reconoce-territorio-de-comunidad-mapuche-y-rechaza-demanda-de-mininco.html
https://www.eldesconcierto.cl/nacional/2021/10/28/corte-de-apelaciones-reconoce-territorio-de-comunidad-mapuche-y-rechaza-demanda-de-mininco.html
https://www.instagram.com/doga.ab/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/antiguabarbudasarc/?hl=en
https://antiguaobserver.com/gender-affairs-official-reveals-no-spike-in-domestic-violence-cases/
https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/gov/government/news/dgfa%20continues%20efforts%20to%20address%20violence%20with%20two%20new%20grants/!ut/p/b1/vZbZsqM4Eoaf5TyAyxKb4FLsZt8x3BBgG2MwXlgNTz8-E9XR0V3Tp2IiugpdEfypD_0pZWqbbvfb9JZPl3M-XO63_Pr5njIZCRQTY4o1WZnBYBeSMknrmFRc-BYkbwH4hweDv8bbRMCBHRQgo4c0UFRiG2_3agKQeDdnSfKn_kxcU888a0ps45BsVu5Ome3QFKwBMQxW7_bMm8I-GKWqXOg5H-IiGx5NcvH6qF4Wid-04VkVpp6Pe9m9t5APCzox9gfn6U3XMz8dNrJOYgUdl2vWarbPp1WNZoyy2-EcYXBI9yqXJ6L9nF_AivqjqvkDgwbSwSFHSOA-HVvJLEA0BXGtw-U1ThttKFU6C9VSwefJ_fj47skXi_6vJ4ptusKnpwz1-TmwdqLkkAqJvo7XKepv8Q6WPuNty4UGtK0_cvIF4P-M_0Hwkz0Rb9Mv076D3wVfbZuvZtAp5mcCamup9_a0Td4y9I8yiLbBdg-ozK-Xx25tVq9ePXsIBOCL-QzEkLBq1bfCq2UOnmXWPoBi5PjgpQ3N-WWB5mVxpXOMvJDHgkqc5O5roG_8ZqCuMr8bSH4C64S0is8zvfPKyh3U_O7Qqwuqa-h6YvwIhr3wUg1LMxL5SCTprizveVEDCJon6pGJ1M3Dc4j-hcduLK0HZ2YjZEl5PT3zqKnyhivkeR8OcwhvaJRzI-ScNlK6GF5GWk7GGd8XBLSnRhAJqqIXdSxp6Zawt2O-ZzPW3Y_86CwHuaPZ_m4bluB7ZZjXonKiQq-VmxfBtSWdPP1qSlKtqMalNuwWWsCYcNWZBtho6EzRyK2ZZ4Xa3svrZBhZpdjslJsArrMgzPrlvPo7ial3_WUt8AXjpKmdEQsm58tL2CX4TNtOQq8tPnh2-lj6a0EL7Ku7Cv3HDybrBPk22SANixUgoYNfntW_AYl_Haht00vRfpsP7TfwjQIkQ7EsYghIECwF0DaqEwYFvYdFKcq0BBrJcASSpz2uA4ii8CLeTL-rRXda08rcqKMSCvLQHyMudnTatkX1WT3Lc8Lrek6ke7FXeeQiZrXcQJH4-FqlE2Pi9aB0J3P_Mo3pgh2POJWQ3ZxGPrD2zaN4jvymE6OHiYz28BhjJbOs07SkzxQmXjnXkbb2BIptqbdOVt1QD9POGZ95JknT6cNbad2s6qoKTrdpA9Y48fOVWsVyNXJ0DDhspwuthz-kWgki8HYeYM-HLmDR_6gY7mzWCQhqBUIxXK0w-3TeMIfI8mtNg-8fC-odaUmV5jc9MI_Gd-dFu9Dr9SclSiF_NVChbfbdMVDgYJp4V3vmdwPpXwX8o2XaAf9pKamqmDFIW4K_G_jv5_Avx5WmIE1zkOAYAhHo3UWjR0K96mb3Et-XOOpSXJshKMCJ5Z062GVsWXmg63UxkYqGwydKiIZH5-WO12a25ozvIn7sFdk8JFWXxbO_31ehO3YCA42joFzuASjGAmsKUmmWPbCrwI6R1O5JbpEdI1yD5HTFluXmGgzvkVnBXbuDVDCj9rRpXP2qWSAMMF9ncjDFbvfyamFBMS-S1UIdWy_IUKmeYTrYWUzDJTktXFDEkxH3ihWVBH3fwLLVVETTjLxka7vBtv8Cc_KxfbThpOu6wXhSKe7XP8cp3_w5ko__ACOSaLI!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.royalbahamaspolice.org/statistics/January%20-%20September%202021%20Report.pdf
https://gisbarbados.gov.bb/blog/new-project-links-well-with-womens-day-theme/
https://barbadostoday.bb/2021/03/02/bdos-and-un-partner-on-project-to-stamp-out-gender-based-violence/
https://bco.gov.bz/gender-based-violence/
https://www.nwcbelize.org/post/nwc-16-days-of-activism-resource-packet-2021
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1787257/gouvernement-legault-aide-femmes-victimes-violence-feminicides
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/04/22/judge-rules-key-federal-sex-work-laws-unconstitutional.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2021/2021onsc2920/2021onsc2920.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2021/2021onsc2920/2021onsc2920.html
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/bill/C-36/royal-assent
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/2021_dp198_cub.pdf
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IACHR takes note of the actions of the Police of the Commonwealth of Dominica to promote and bring women 
into the police force.83  Regarding El Salvador, the IACHR welcomes the roll out in March 2021 by the Salvadoran 
���������������������������������������ȋ������Ȍ�������������������ǲͳʹ͸�����������ǳǡ�����������������������������
care platform to support women who are experiencing situations of physical, economic, sexual, psychological 
and other types of violence.84  In this same vein, the Commission welcomes the efforts to provide specialized 
��������������������ǯ��������������ǡ���������������������������������������������������������er to strengthen 
the response capacity of State institutions, help to reduce gender inequality and discrimination, and to 
strengthen the capacities of women.85 As for the United States, the IACHR welcomes the creation of the Gender 
Policy Council and the adoption of the National Strategy on Gender Equity and Equality to introduce a gender 
perspective and intersectional approach into all business of the executive branch of government86 The IACHR 
also welcomes the repeal of federal policies that prevented access to sexual and reproductive health 
information and  services,87 particularly the Global Gag Rule and the domestic gag rule,88 as well as the 
restoration of funding for the UNFPA.89  In Grenada, the IACHR takes note of progress in the design of a policy 
on victims of gender violence to ensure that women survivors of violence receive comprehensive care with a 
human rights-based approach.90  Regarding Guatemala, the IACHR notes the roll out of the Comprehensive Care 
Model for Women Victims of Violence IxKem (MIAMI), a program that centralizes in a single physical space 
justice, health and economic empowerment agencies in order to provide a comprehensive response to the 
needs of women survivors of violence.91 Likewise, it takes note of the campaigns encouraging reporting acts of 
violence against women,92 as well as updating the tool to introduce a human rights, gender and intersectional 
approach into judgments involving gender violence.93  As for Guyana, the IACHR appreciates the efforts to train 
agents of the Guyanese Police Force on how to deal with gender violence, with a particular focus on domestic 
violence.94  In Jamaica, the IACHR welcomes the measures taken jointly with the Spotlight initiative and civil 
society organizations to enhance gender violence victim care; particularly, the opening of new Domestic 
Violence Intervention Centres (DVICs),95 training of front line care workers,96 and strengthening reporting 

 
83 Dominica News Online. Dominica police force to recruit more female officers. November 25, 2021. 
84 Republic of El Salvador, Report of El Salvador requested by the IACHR Ȃ Chapter IV A Ȃ IACHR 2021 Annual Report, document 

submitted to the IACHR, September 24, 2021. In IACHR Archives; Plataforma 126teorienta; ISDEMU, Recibe atención confidencial en 126 
Te Orienta, April 4, 2021 

85 Republic of El Salvador, Report of El Salvador requested by the IACHR Ȃ Chapter IV A Ȃ IACHR 2021 Annual Report, document 
submitted to the IACHR, September 24, 2021. In IACHR Archives  

86 Twitter, official account of the IACHR. Tweet 12 de marzo 2021; The White House. National Strategy on Gender Equity and 
Equality, 2021. 

87  U.S. Department of State., Prioritizing Sexual and Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights in U.S. Foreign Policy,  January 
20, 2021. 

88 HRW. Estados Unidos: Biden toma pasos para reparar el daño causado por Trump a los cuidados de salud de las mujeres , 
ȏǮ�������������ǣ������������������������������������������������������������ǯ�������������ǯȐǡ�����ʹ͸ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

89 UNFPA. Declaración del UNFPA sobre la decisión de los Estados Unidos de restablecer la financiación, [UNFPA Declaration on 
����������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�
�������ʹͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

90 Spotlight Initiative. Grenada drafts gender-����������������������ǯ��������������, May 17, 2021. 
91 Presidential Commission for Peace and Human Rights COPADEH. Ref.Of.502-2021-DE/COPADEH/HRCR/LFL/Kg. Document 

submitted to the IACHR, July 15, 2021. 
92 Government of Guatemala, Campaign, Yo Denuncio, June 1, 2021; @PNCdeGuatemala, tweet, January 29, 2021 at 17:10 hours; 

@PNCdeGuatemala, tweet, January 29, 2021 at 18:33 hours. 
93 OACNUDH, Guatemala, Presentación de la herramienta para incorporar el enfoque de derechos humanos, género e 

interseccionalidad en sentencias sobre violencia de género - actualización 2021ǡ� ȏǮ������������������������� ��������������������������ǡ�
gender and intersectional approach into judgments on gender violence Ȃ �������ʹ ͲʹͳǯȐ��������ͳͺǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ 

94 Department of Public Information. Police ranks begin gender-based violence training. November 9, 2021. 

95 Jamaican Observer. Response to Domest���������������������������������Ǯ����������ǯ������������������ǡ  June 9, 2021. 
96 Ministry of Culture. Gender, Entertainment and Sport. Gender-based violence training for front-line work, April 30, 2021. 

https://dominicanewsonline.com/news/homepage/news/dominica-police-force-to-recruit-more-female-officers/
https://126teorienta.gob.sv/welcome/
https://isdemu.gob.sv/2021/04/06/126-te-orienta/
https://isdemu.gob.sv/2021/04/06/126-te-orienta/
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1370490009862742023
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/National-Strategy-on-Gender-Equity-and-Equality.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/National-Strategy-on-Gender-Equity-and-Equality.pdf
https://www.state.gov/prioritizing-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-reproductive-rights-in-u-s-foreign-policy/
https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2021/01/28/estados-unidos-biden-toma-pasos-para-reparar-el-dano-causado-por-trump-los-cuidados
https://www.unfpa.org/es/press/declaracion-del-unfpa-sobre-la-decision-de-los-estados-unidos-de-restablecer-la-financiacion
https://www.spotlightinitiative.org/press/grenada-drafts-gender-based-violence-victims-rights-policy
https://prensa.gob.gt/yo-denuncio
https://twitter.com/PNCdeGuatemala/status/1355277088664780802?s=20
https://twitter.com/PNCdeGuatemala/status/1355298006766133259?s=20
http://www.oacnudh.org.gt/index.php/sala-de-prensa/noticias-y-comunicados/437-herramientasentenciasviolenciadegenero
http://www.oacnudh.org.gt/index.php/sala-de-prensa/noticias-y-comunicados/437-herramientasentenciasviolenciadegenero
https://dpi.gov.gy/police-ranks-begin-gender-based-violence-training/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/latestnews/Response_to_Domestic_Violence_Intervention_Centres_tremendous,_Security_Ministry
https://mcges.gov.jm/index.php/gender/item/743-gender-based-violence-training-for-front-line-workers
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channels and crisis assistance centers for women survivors of gender violence.97 Additionally, the IACHR 
welcomes the approval in October of the law expressly forbidding sexual harassment in the work place and 
creating a specialized special court to hear complaints.98  Likewise, it views as a positive step the approval of 
the cabinet to amend the law on domestic violence in order to strengthen it and expand its definition to include 
other forms, such as psychological, emotional and sexual violence.99 In Mexico, the IACHR welcomes the 
decision of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation (SCJN) to declare unconstitutional the absolute 
criminalization of voluntary termination of pregnancy, as codified in the State of Coahuila,100 as well as 
conscientious objection as regulated in the General Health Law, on the grounds of a lack of guidelines and limits 
required to enforce it,101 and welcomes the judgment of the SCJN on non-consensual sterilization of women102 
and surrogate gestation.103 Additionally, the Commission welcomes the decriminalization of abortion in the 
federal entities of Veracruz,104 Hidalgo,105 Baja California,106 and Colima.107  The State  also reported the creation 
of six Justice for Women Centers and the strengthening of another five centers in federal entities to provide 
comprehensive care to women victims of gender violence.108 In Panama, the IACHR welcomes the approval of 
Law 223 of 2020 in February 2021, amending Law 82 of 2013 and Law 7 of 2018 to include provisions 
describing conduct that constitutes political violence against women and the rights victims of violence in the 
workplace are entitled to.109 As for the Dominican Republic, the IACHR welcomes the creation under Decree 1-
ʹͳ�������������ǯ������
���ǯ���������ǡ����������������������������ǡ����������������������������������������
effective implementation and design of comprehensive policies to prevent, provide assistance, prosecute, 
punish, redress and eradicate violence against women and girls in its different forms and spheres.110 The IACHR 
also takes a positive view of the efforts to enhance and expand services at Shelters and Refuges, spaces for 
temporary stays and comprehensive care for women, and the children under 14 years of age who are under 
their charge, facing situations of gender violence.111  Additionally, the IACHR welcomes enactment of Law No. 
1-21, prohibiting persons under the age of 18 from contracting marriage, recognizing that legalizing such 

 
97 UNFPA, Supporting survivors of family violence- working with Women Inc. and the Bureau of Gender Affairs Jamaica, June 29, 

2021. 
98 Jamaican Parliament, The Sexual Harassment Act, 2021; Ministry of Culture. Gender, Entertainment and Sport. Grange 

welcomes passage of sexual harassment legislation, October 15, 2021. 
99 Ministry of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, Cabinet gives nod for Domestic Violence Act to be amended.  April 30, 

2021. 
100 IACHR, https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1435688784759230466, September 8, 2021; SCJN, Press Release no. 

271/2021, Suprema Corte declara inconstitutional la criminalización total del aborto ȏǮ������������������������������������������������
�������������������������ǯȐǡ�����������͹ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

101 SCJN, The Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation (SCJN) strikes down provision of  General Health Law providing for 
conscientious objection of medical and nursing staff without establishing the necessary safeguards to ensure the right to health, Release 
No. 276/2021, September 20, 2021.   

102 SCJN. Comunicado de Prensa No. 148/2021, Press Release No. 148/2021, May 26, 2021.  

103 SCJN. Comunicado de Prensa No. 158/2021, Press Release No. 158/2021, June 3, 2021. 
104 Congress of the State of Veracruz, Gaceta legislativa No. 137, [Legislative Gazette], July 20, 2021, pg. 2. 

105 Official Periodical  of the State of Hidalgo, Decreto No. 278, July 6, 2021. 
106 Legislature of the State of California. Comunicado 193, October 26, 2021. 
107 Honorable Congress of the State of Colima, Congreso local aprueba la interrupción legal del embarazo hasta las 12 semanas, 

December 1, 2021.  

108  Report of the Mexican State, Chapter IV. September 18, 2021, par. 126 to 132. 
109 Official Digital Gazette , No. 29235, Law 202 of March 8, 2021. 

110 President of the Dominican Republic, Decreto 1-21, January 5, 2021. 
111 Ministry of Women. Ministerio de la Mujer trabaja en la mejora de los servicios en las Casas de Acogida y en dar una respuesta 

integral a las víctimas de violenciaǡ�ȏǮ������������������works to improve services at shelters and to provide a comprehensive response 
����������������������ǯȐǡ�	��������ʹ ͷǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǢ��������������������������������������������������Ǥ�Presidente Abinader pone en funcionamiento 
doce casas de acogida para víctimas de violencia de géneroǡ�ȏǮ����������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������ǯȐ, May 4, 2021. 

https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/news/supporting-survivors-family-violence-working-woman-inc-and-bureau-gender-affairs-jamaica
https://japarliament.gov.jm/attachments/article/339/The-Sexual-Harrassment--Prevention-and-Protection--Act--2021.pdf
https://mcges.gov.jm/index.php/gender/item/804-grange-welcomes-passage-of-sexual-harassment-legislation
https://mcges.gov.jm/index.php/gender/item/804-grange-welcomes-passage-of-sexual-harassment-legislation
https://mcges.gov.jm/index.php/gender/item/744-cabinet-gives-nod-for-domestic-violence-act-to-be-amended
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1435688784759230466
https://www.internet2.scjn.gob.mx/red2/comunicados/noticia.asp?id=6455
https://www.internet2.scjn.gob.mx/red2/comunicados/noticia.asp?id=6465
https://www.legisver.gob.mx/gaceta/gacetaLXV/GACETA137.pdf
https://periodico.hidalgo.gob.mx/?tribe_events=Periodico-Oficial-Alcance-7-del-06-de-julio-de-2021
https://www.congresobc.gob.mx/Documentos/Noticias/COMUNICADO%20193.pdf
https://congresocol.gob.mx/web/www/comunicacion/index2.php#notas0
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/2021_ley202_pan_.pdf
https://observatoriojusticiaygenero.poderjudicial.gob.do/documentos/PDF/normativas/Decreto_1-21.pdf
https://www.mujer.gob.do/index.php/noticias/item/696-ministerio-de-la-mujer-trabaja-en-la-mejora-de-los-servicios-en-las-casas-de-acogida-y-en-dar-una-respuesta-integral-a-las-victimas-de-violencia
https://www.mujer.gob.do/index.php/noticias/item/696-ministerio-de-la-mujer-trabaja-en-la-mejora-de-los-servicios-en-las-casas-de-acogida-y-en-dar-una-respuesta-integral-a-las-victimas-de-violencia
https://presidencia.gob.do/noticias/presidente-abinader-pone-en-funcionamiento-doce-casas-de-acogida-para-victimas-de
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unions has a particularly detrimental effect on adolescent girls because it limits their opportunities for 
development and exposes them to violence.112  In Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the IACHR appreciates the 
efforts of the State, along with United Nations agencies, in the context of the EnGenDer" Program, with the aim 
of providing gender-sensitive responses in natural disaster contexts, such as Soufrière Volcano in April 2021. 
Particularly, it takes note of the drafting of a report noting the risks of gender-based violence at shelters, as 
well as the recommendations to mitigate these risks. It also takes note of the sensitization workshops on gender 
violence given at emergency shelters to ensure the dissemination of information on channels to obtain care and 
services.113 In Saint Lucia, the IACHR appreciates the efforts of the State, in conjunction with United Nations 
agencies, to improve comprehensive care for survivors of gender-based violence, including timely access to 
professional services and up-to-date information on channels of assistance.114 As for Suriname, the IACHR 
welcomes the broad participation of women on the Court of Justice, making up 55% of its members.115 
Additionally, it takes a positive view that ����
��������������������������������������������������ǯ�ͳ͸���������
Activism Campaign against Gender Violence to issue a call to Ministries, government agencies, among others, 
to take measures to raise awareness and reduce violence against women.116  In Trinidad and Tobago, the IACHR 
appreciates the efforts to provide training in the framework of the Spotlight Initiative, targeting front line 
workers of the health sector in order to build competencies to identify violence in the clinical context and 
provide support to survivors.117 The IACHR also takes note of the decrease in cases of sexual violence, as 
compared to the previous year.  According to official information, from January to October 2021, 301 cases of 
rape, incest and sexual assault were reported, in comparison to 372 cases over the same period in 2020.118 

 
34. On the subject of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and gender-diverse and 

intersex persons (LGBTI), in Canada, the IACHR takes note of the updated information provided by the State 
about implementation of the  2SLGBTQQIA+ action plan which, among other things, establishes guidelines for 
the creation of capacities and the development of infrastructures with culturally relevant 2SLGBTQIA+ facilities 
throughout the country, as well as establishing a national 2SLGBTQQIA+ committee and, potentially, a specific 
Secretariat.119 Likewise, the Commission welcomes the amendment to the Canadian Criminal Code banning 
attempts to change or suppress sexual orientation, gender identity or expression.120 The C-4 amendment was 
approved by the House of Commons and by the Senate on December 1 and 7, respectively, entered into force 
30 days after its enactment, on December 8.  It prohibits attempts to change or suppress the sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression of a person, and prohibits LGBTI children and adolescents from being taken 
abroad to perform these harmful practices on them outside of Canada.121 In Colombia, the IACHR welcomes the 
adoption of the Policy on equality and non-discrimination for reasons of sex, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression and sexual orientation in the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP), on March 8, 2021, in order to 
promote equality, non-violence and non-discrimination in the administration of justice and internal workings 

 
112 The National Congress Ley No.121, January 12, 2021. 
113 EnGenDER. Confronting Gender Disparities and Multiple Hazard Events: A Caribbean Reality Newsletter Edition 3, August, 

2021. 

114 Government of Saint Lucia. Gender-Based Violence referral pathways for Saint Lucia, Julio 21, 2021. 
115 Rechtspraank Suriname. Viertentwintig Jaar Vrouwelijke rechters in Suriname, 2021. 

116 Bureau Gender Aangellegenheden, Sixteen Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence Campaign, 2021. 
117 PAHO. PAHO Trinidad and Tobago builds capacity to respond to gender-based violence under the Spotlight initiative, 20 

agosto, 2021. 
118 Trinidad & Tobago Police Service. Total Crime by Offence Comparative Report, viewed on December 1, 2021.  

119 Government of Canada, 2021 National Action Plan, pg. 44.  
120 House of Commons of Canada, Bill C-4 An Act to Amend the Criminal Code (Conversion Therapy), as passed by the House of 

Commons, February 19, 2021.  
121 IACHR, P.R.. 341, CIDH saluda la enmienda del Código Penal que prohíbe los intentos de modificar la orientación sexual, 

identidad y expresión de género en Canadáǡ���������������������������������������ǯ��������������������������������������������������
sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, December 16, 2021.  
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http://www.govt.lc/news/gender-based-violence-referral-pathways-for-saint-lucia
https://rechtspraak.sr/actualiteit/nieuws/
http://homeaffairs.gov.sr/bekendmakingen/bureau-gender-aangelegenheden-bga/de-sixteen-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-campaign/
https://www.paho.org/en/news/20-8-2021-paho-trinidad-and-tobago-builds-capacity-respond-gender-based-violence-under
https://www.ttps.gov.tt/Statistics/Comparative-Chart
https://4c3tru4erdnui9g3ggftji1d-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/NAP_Report_EN.pdf
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-4/third-reading
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/341.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/341.asp
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of this jurisdiction.122  Likewise, the Commission welcomes the statement of the Office of the Attorney General 
of the Nation that it will continue to attach a high priority to the investigation into crimes with LGBTI victims 
in areas with the highest concentration of cases, including  Cali, Medellín, Bogotá, Barranquilla, Antioquia, 
Santander, Magdalena and Arauca.123  The IACHR also recognizes the efforts of the Office of the Prosecutor of 
Colombia to train prosecutorial staff to ensure criminal investigations with a diversity perspective.124 As for 
Cuba, the IACHR takes note of the publication of a draft Family Law Code which, if approved, would recognize 
access to the legal institution of marriage without discrimination.125 Likewise, the IACHR hails and welcomes126 
the approval and enactment of the law recognizing marriage equality in Chile on December 7 and 9, 2021, 
respectively. This law allows same-sex couples to marry and adopt minors guaranteeing them the respective 
legal protection.127 Regarding the United States, the Commission welcomes enactment of an Executive Order of 
January 20, 2021, instructing government agencies to take steps to prevent and combat discrimination for 
reasons of gender identity or sexual orientation, including reviewing regulations and policies.128   It also 
welcomes the approval, in the House of Representatives, if it is approved in the Senate, of the Equality Act which 
forbids discrimination on the basis of sex, including sexual traits, gender identity and sexual orientation.129 In 
Guyana, the Commission welcomes the repeal of Section 153 (1) (XLVII) of the Summary Jurisdiction 
(Offenses), Chapter 8:02, of Guyana, which criminalized the use of garments of clothing socially attributed to 
the other gender (cross-dressing).130  The amendment repealing the aforementioned article was approved 
online with the decision of the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ), which declared the criminalization of such 
conduct unconstitutional in 2018.131 ������������ǡ� ���� ����������� ��������� ���� �����ǯ�� ����������� ���
eradicate discrimination against persons living with HIV, to continue the Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis  program 
and to meet the needs of LGBTI persons.132  In Mexico, the IACHR takes a positive view of the adoption of laws 
recognizing the right to marriage equality in Baja California, Guanajuato, Querétaro, Sinaloa, Sonora, Yucatán 
and Zacatecas.133 Likewise, the Commission welcomes progress in recognizing the right to gender identity in 

 
122 JEP, Acuerdo AOG No. 06 de 2021, March 8, 2021.  
123 Office of the Attorney General of the Nation, Fiscalía General de la Nación, firme en la lucha contra la discriminación basada 

en identidad de género u orientación sexual, ȏǮ�����������������������
��������������������ǡ�������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�����ͳ͹ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

124 Office of the Attorney General of the Nation, Fiscalía General de la Nación, firme en la lucha contra la discriminación basada 
en identidad de género u orientación sexual, ȏǮ�����������������������
��������������������ǡ�������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�Ǯ����ͳ͹ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ� 

125 Ministry of Justice, Anteproyecto Código de las Familias versión 22, Draft Family Code Version 22, August 01, 2021. 
126 IACHR, P.R. No. 330, CIDH celebra reconocimiento de matrimonio igualitario en Chile, IACHR Welcomes Recognition of Same-

Sex Marriage in Chile, December 9, 2021.  
127 France 24, El Presidente chileno, Sebastián Piñera, promulgó la ley de matrimonio igualitario, ȏǮ�����������������ǡ�����������

��Ó���ǡ������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ����������ͳͲǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ� 
128 IACHR, pronouncement on Twitter, available at: https://twitter.com/cidh/status/1352382767603003395?lang=en , 21 

enero, 2021.  
129 IACHR, pronouncement on Twitter: https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1366774225076387841, March 2, 2021. 
130 Parliament of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) (Amendment) Act 2021, August 11, 

2021. 

131 The Caribbean Court of Justice, McEwan and others v Attorney General of Guyana, 13 November 2018. 
132 IACHR [@CIDH]. (June 16, 2021). La #CIDH saluda las declaraciones del Presidente de la República Cooperativa el #8Junio, 

indicando que su gobierno trabajará para proteger a las personas que viven con #VIH contra toda forma de discriminación, tanto en el sector 
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����ͺǡ���������������������������������
work to protect persons living with HIV against all forms of discrimination, both in the publ��� ���� �������� ������ǯȐ� ȏ�����ȐǤ� �������Ǥ�
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1405250170099539975?s=20. Parliament of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Summary 
Jurisdiction (Offences) (Amendment) Act 2021, August 11, 2021. 

133 IACHR, https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1441405408791334914?s=20, September 24, 2021; 
IACHR, https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1431265577419649029?s=20, August 27, 2021; IACHR, Congress of Sinaloa, Sinaloa dice sí al 
matrimonio igualitario Extiende Congreso del Estado matrimonio y concubinato a personas del mismo sexo ǡ�ȏǮ������������ yes to marriage 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐ�
����ͳͷǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ�����������À����ǡ  Congreso de Baja 
California también aprueba reforma para reconocer el matrimonio igualitario ǡ� ȏǮ���������������� California also approves amendment 
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Baja California Sur, Puebla, State of México and Morelos,134 including recognition of gender identity of trans 
infants in Oaxaca.135 As for Honduras, the Commission welcomes the support and publicity that the CONADEH-
���������ǯ������������������������������������ ��� ���� ��������� ���������������������������� �������� �
����
persons.136 With regard to the Dominican Republic, the Commission takes note of the introduction of a draft 
Criminal Code that would make discrimination a crime for the first time ever and also make sexual orientation 
a protected category. This is based on the version approved by the Senate and sent to the House of Deputies on 
November 24, 2021; however, this bill does not include gender identity or expression as prohibited grounds 
for discrimination.137  

 
35. Regarding measures taken to protect the human rights of Afro-descendants and to fight 

against racial discrimination, the IACHR takes note, based on available sources, of the motion introduced by 
the Vice Prime Minister and member of the House of Representatives of Belize on the reparatory justice plan 
for the transatlantic slave trade and slavery when the country was British Honduras. The government of this 
country proposes filing a case to determine whether the United Kingdom is responsible for the illegal seizure, 
transportation and subsequent enslavement of African persons in Belize under British colonial rule until 1833. 
����ǡ� ���
�����ǡ� ���� �������������������� ������������������ �����������ǯ�������������������������� �������������
continue supporting the efforts made by the Caribbean Community to promote an international summit to 
demand reparative justice for the victims of the transatlantic slave trade.138 Additionally, in Canada, the IACHR 
notes that, according to available public information, a judge of the police ethics board found two Montreal 
police officers responsible for racial profiling, excessive use of force and unlawful arrest of a 54 year-old Afro-
descendant man in 2017139 and also takes note of the call issued by elected officials of that city to the police 
force of Montreal to take steps to eradicate racial profiling and overhaul how police engage with minorities.140 
Regarding Colombia, we note the adoption of external circular No. 1640 de 2021 of Decree No. 1640 of 2020, 
whose purpose is to improve and strengthen the National Single Public Registry of Community Councils and 
other organizational expressions of the Black, Afro-Colombian, Raizal and Palenquera Communities (NARP, 
from the Spanish language acronym).141 Likewise, the State reported on implementation by the Ministry of the 
����������������������������������ǲ����������ǣ������������������������������������������ǡ��������������͵��ǣ�
������ǡ� ������������ ���� ����������������ǳ������ �� ����� ��� ���������� �� ��������� ��� ��������� ������ ����
strategic interests based on the worldview of Black, Afro-Colombian, Raizal and Palenquera (NARP) Women.142 
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����������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�July 20, 2021; Morelos 24, Aprueban Ley de Identidad de Género en Congreso 
de Morelosǡ�ȏǮ������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�����������ͻǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ   

135  Expansión Política, Oaxaca aprueba que menores de edad elijan su identidad de géneroǡ�ȏǮ��������������������������������
���������������������ǯȐǡ���������ͷǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

136 CONADEH, Violencia, estigma y discriminación contra personas LGTBI son graves violaciones a sus derechos humanos, 
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�����������������������������������������������ǯȐ����������ʹͶǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

137 Senate of the Dominican Republic, Proyecto de ley del Código Penal de la República Dominicana, [Draft law of the Criminal 
Code of the DR], approved by the Senate in session on November 23, 2021. 

138 Stabro Eknews, Ali voices support for reparations, August 1, 2021. 

139 CBC, Police ethics committee finds Montreal officers guilty of racial profiling, October 17, 2021. 
140 CBC, Cut down on street checks and make ban on racial profiling explicit, Montreal officials tell SPVM, February 26, 2021. 
141  Republic of Colombia, Submissions from Colombia for the drafting of the 2021 IACHR Annual Report Ȃ Chapter IV, Section A 

ǲ�����������������������������������������������������������ǯǡ��-30, par. 162. 
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Along these same lines of progress, the Commission welcomes the prior consultation that was conducted for 
the adoption and implementation of the public policy for black, Afro-Colombian, Raizal and Palenquera 
communities (CNARP, from its Spanish acronym) of the department of Huila.  According to available 
information, the Government carried out this process with legal representatives of 11 CNARP organizations.143 
��������������������ǡ�����������������������������������������ǲʹͲʹͳ�
������	������������
����������ǳ��������������
of Representatives and currently before the Senate. The purpose of this law is to improve accountability in the 
policing system and to try to combat racial bias in the conduct of law enforcement agents.144 In this country, 
the Commission also noted that the United States Congress voted to approve bill H.R. 40, on reparations for the 
transatlantic slave trade. The bill provides for the creation of a federal commission to study the legacy of slavery 
in the United States, and to develop proposals to provide Afro-Americans with reparation.145  

 
36. In relation to the rights of persons with disability, the Commission takes note, in Barbados, 

of the initiative for adequate management of public spaces146 and adaptability of means of transportation to 
accommodate persons with disabilities.147  Also, in Canada, the IACHR welcomes the rulings recognizing the 
existence of systematic discrimination against this population and seeking to guarantee community based 
support services to persons with disability,148 ��������������������������������ǲ���������������������������ǡǳ�
which would supplement the federal and territorial support to combat poverty among this population group.149  
The Commission also underscores efforts to manage the processes of participation with a view to learning the 
opinion of persons with disabilities regarding the development of inclusion strategies,150 and to grant economic 
benefits for this purpose, including the Skills Development Fund for training staff with disabilities,151 and 
investments for social programs creating accessible and inclusive spaces.152 Additionally, in the United States, 
the IACHR takes note of measures implemented to ensure the social and economic rights of this population, 
particularly, resources and regulations for health services, employment, housing and other programs aimed at 
mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.153  As for Guatemala, the Commission notes the measures 
taken to ensure the right to free movement in public buildings and transportation,154 and promoting sports-
related activities with accessible spaces.155  Next, with regard to Guyana, the Commission takes note of the 
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�����ǯ�� �������� ��� ����������� ������� ��������ǡ156 especially initiatives aimed at providing access to training 
programs157 and employment,158 and the production of disaggregated statistics to shed light on the situation of 
this segment of the population.159 In Panama, the IACHR highlights public policies aimed at inclusion of this 
population in the work force, especially, training provided by the National Disability Secretariat160 and 
financing programs for productive projects.161 Likewise, the Commission takes note of training on the topic of 
the rights of persons with disabilities provided by the Office of the Ombudsman.162 In Peru,  the Commission 
welcomes the ruling of the Peruvian Constitutional Court of July 1, 2021, ordering the courts to avoid the use 
of pejorative terms for persons with disability.163  It further highlights efforts to help this population be able to 
access public transportation free of charge.164  The Commission received information about increasing the 
number of persons with disability formally employed in the country from the current total of 7,600165  and 
����������������������ǲ��������������������������������������ǳ���������������������������������������������
entry into the labor force.166  Also, in the Dominican Republic, the Commission notes the agreement reached 
between the Central Electoral Board (JCE), the Town Hall of the National District (ADN) and the National 
Council on Disability (Conadis) to implement measures to ensure full and effective participation of persons 
with disability on an equal footing.167. The IACHR also takes note of initiatives aimed at strengthening access to 
the education system of persons with disability, particularly, those intended to build institutional capacity to 
meet the needs 168 of this populatio��������� ������������ǲ��� �����������ǡ� ����������ǡǳ���������������� ����
participation of children and adolescents with cerebral palsy in the education system, among other inclusive 
measures. 169  

 
37. As for measures to protect the rights of persons in a situation of human mobility, including 

migrants, refugees seeking international protection, stateless persons, victims of human trafficking and 
persons in a situation of internal displacement in Argentina, the IACHR welcomes the publication of the Decree 
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157 News room, ��������������������������������������������������ǯ���������, 01 de julio de 2021.July 1, 2021 
158 Department of Public Information, ����������������̶�����������ǳ���� ��������������������������������������, November 09, 

2021. 

159 Department of Public Information, $120M to support persons living with disabilities, February 14, 2021. 
160 En segundos, Personas con discapacidad de áreas comarcales recibirán capacitación para emprender negocios, [Persons with 

disability of outlying areas will receive traini����������������������ǯȐǡ�����������ʹͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
161 Republic of Panama, Ejecutivo sanciona leyes a favor de las personas con discapacidad, y atención integral de niños y 

adolescentesǡ�ȏǮ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�����
27, 2021. 

162 Office of the Ombudsman, ������������ �����ò������ �������� ����������×�� �������� ��� ǲ��������� ��� ���� ��Ó��ǡ� ��Ó��� ��
���������������������������ǳǡ�ȏǮ���������������������������������������������������ǲ�������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�
September 07, 2021; Office of the Ombudsman, Capacitan a personas con discapacidad sobre sus derechosǡ� ȏǮ��������������������������
�����������������������ǯȐǡ�������ͳ͵ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

163 Constitutional Court, Pleno. Sentencia 729/2021, Plenary Judgment, July 01, 2021. 
164 Peru 21, Personas con discapacidad severa podrán usar el transporte público de forma gratuitaǡ� ȏǮ������������� �������

�������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��September 7, 2021. 
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���������� ������ ��� ��������� �������

����������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�June 7, 2021. 
166 Tvpe, Noticias, ���������� ������ ������ ���� ǲ������� �� ��������� ���� ������������ǳǡ� ȏǮ���������� ������� ��������� ��������
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167 Conadis, JCE, ADEN y Conadis firman acuerdo para la implementación de políticas que aseguren la participación de personas 

con discapacidad en igualdad de condicionesǡ�ȏǮ��ǡ�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�����ͳͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
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�������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�����������ʹͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
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October  06, 2021.  
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on Need and Urgency No. 138/21 of March 4, 2021, repealing Decree 70/17, which restricted the scope of the 
Migration Law by establishing obstacles in access to migratory rights and protections in the country.170 With 
respect to the foregoing, the State reported to the Commission that that decree was approved in compliance 
with the recommendations issued by the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Committee on the 
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (CMW).171  Likewise, in 
Argentina, the IACHR takes note of information provided by the State on the opening of the center for the 
integration of migrants and refugees on June 18, 2021.  On this score, it noted that this center offers a 
comprehensive space for migrants and refugees to be able to: i) obtain orientation and accompaniment on 
migration procedures, ii) attend courses and workshops on integrating into society and the workforce; iii) 
receive Spanish language classes; and, iv) participate in cultural activities to facilitate their integration.172  In 
relation to children and teenagers in a situation of mobility, the IACHR welcomes the publication of Order 
ͳͺͻͳȀʹͲʹͳ� ��� ���� ��������� ���������� ������� ��� ���������ǡ� ������ ����� ������ ���� ǲ�������� ������� ���� ����
Regulariz������ ��� ����������� �������� ��������� ���� �����������Ǥǳ� ���������� ��� ��������� �����������ǡ� ����
aforementioned order seeks to give priority to requests for residency of this population in the country.173 In 
Bolivia, the IACHR can take note of the passing of Supreme Decree No. 4576 of August 26, 2021, which makes 
regular Ȅfor up to two yearsȄ the immigration status of persons in an irregular situation in Bolivian 
territory.174  Additionally, the Commission learned that the Ministry of Health and Sport, in conjunction with 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM), enabled foreigners to register in the Single Health System, 
in order to provide access free of charge to comprehensive health care services for migrants, particularly, 
populations in vulnerable situations.175  In Brazil, the Commission notes that according to figures from the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), more than 50,000 Venezuelans have been internally 
relocated, which helped to reduce the pressure on border communities and to foster the integration of migrants 
and refugees into local life.176  As for Colombia, the IACHR welcomes the adoption of Temporary Protection 
Status for Venezuelans (ETPV), under which the State expects to regularize the stay of more than 1.8 million 
Venezuelans in the country for 10 years.177 Additionally, the Commission welcomes progress in reducing the 
number of cases of statelessness among children and the sons and daughters of Venezuelans born in Colombia.  
In that context, the IACHR notes that the National Registration Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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177 Government of Colombia, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Migration), Rules, Por medio del cual se adopta el Estatuto Temporal 
de Protección para Migrantes Venezolanos Ȃ ȏ������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐ��������ʹͳ͸����������ͳǡ�
2021, April 15, 2021. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/4marzo?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/4marzo?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1368613326125756418
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/detalleAviso/primera/241471/20210305
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/detalleAviso/primera/241471/20210305
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/normativa/nacional/disposici%C3%B3n-1891-2021-351916
https://www.derechoteca.com/gacetabolivia/decreto-supremo-no-4576-del-26-de-agosto-de-2021/
https://www.derechoteca.com/gacetabolivia/decreto-supremo-no-4576-del-26-de-agosto-de-2021/
https://www.minsalud.gob.bo/5990-sus-habilita-inscripcion-para-atencion-gratuita-en-salud-a-migrantes-que-viven-en-bolivia
https://www.minsalud.gob.bo/5990-sus-habilita-inscripcion-para-atencion-gratuita-en-salud-a-migrantes-que-viven-en-bolivia
https://robuenosaires.iom.int/news/el-ministerio-de-salud-y-deportes-de-bolivia-y-la-oim-cierran-la-campa-de-adscripci-n-de-la
https://robuenosaires.iom.int/news/el-ministerio-de-salud-y-deportes-de-bolivia-y-la-oim-cierran-la-campa-de-adscripci-n-de-la
https://www.minsalud.gob.bo/6048-cerca-de-2-000-migrantes-que-viven-en-bolivia-podran-acceder-a-atencion-en-salud-gratuita-mediante-el-sus
https://www.minsalud.gob.bo/6048-cerca-de-2-000-migrantes-que-viven-en-bolivia-podran-acceder-a-atencion-en-salud-gratuita-mediante-el-sus
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/04/1491042?utm_source=Noticias+ONU+-+Bolet%C3%ADn&utm_campaign=8c752dbefc-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_24_05_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7f6cb3d3c-8c752dbefc-107733229
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/normas/por-medio-del-cual-se-adopta-el-estatuto-temporal-de-proteccion-para-migrantes-venezolanos-decreto-216-del-1-de-marzo-de-2021
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/normas/por-medio-del-cual-se-adopta-el-estatuto-temporal-de-proteccion-para-migrantes-venezolanos-decreto-216-del-1-de-marzo-de-2021


                        

 

21 

�������������ǲ���������	����ǳ��������� ������ ���-year period, under Resolution 8617 of August 19, 2021.178  
�����ǯ�� ����� ������� �������� ����� ����� ��� ��� ������� ͳʹǡ� ʹͲʹͳǡ� ���� ��������������� ��d extension of the 
measure had benefited more than 63,186 children.179  In Costa Rica, the IACHR learned of the announcement 
issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Health, on July 27, 2021, about implementation of 
a mechanism to ensure availability of COVID-19 vaccines for all people in the context of human mobility; 
particularly, for people whose migration status is not regular in the country.180  Also, in the area of statelessness, 
the IACHR notes that on August 18, 2021, the Inter-Institutional Liaison Commission on Statelessness began to 
operate.  According to official information, the aforementioned Commission seeks to coordinate efforts 
between the institutions that comprise it to: i) detect and resolve existing situations of statelessness; ii) prevent 
new cases from spiking; and iii) protect stateless persons or those at risk of becoming stateless from being so 
by seeking and adopting lasting solutions to the problem.181  As for Ecuador, the IACHR welcomes the decision 
of the government to implement a new process of regularization for Venezuelans residing in that country.182 
Based on information available to the Commission, the new process of regularization is complemented by 
economic integration strategies to ensure access of this population to the labor market.183 Likewise, the IACHR 
welcomes the judgment of the Constitutional Court recognizing the migratory regularization and family 
reunification of children and adolescents in human mobility.184 With respect to El Salvador, the Commission 
takes note of information provided by the State on implementation of phase II of the Territorial Control Plan, 
which aims to prevent violence and insecurity as root causes forcing people to become displaced.185 It also 
takes note of the drafting of an amendment to the Law on the Determination of Refugee Status.  This 
amendment would seek to develop best practices to provide for more specific coordination between the State 
institutions involved in this procedure.186  As for the United States, the IACHR appreciates the efforts of the 
State to mitigate the effects of the family separation policy implemented during the previous term, and to seek 
family reunification, as well as the strategies to directly compensate the affected families and promote non-
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179 UNHCR, UNHCR Colombia context and response August 2021, October 11, 2021. 
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repetition of such a policy. In this vein, it highlights the publication of the Executive Order issued by the 
President on February 2, 2021, creating the interagency task force to reunite children and adolescents 
separated from their families on the US-Mexico border.187  With regard to Honduras, the Commission takes 
note of the information provided by the State about measures taken to protect the rights of migrants in a 
context where the number of Haitian migrants and their family members who transit through Honduras is on 
the rise. These measures include i) conducting vulnerability interviews to identify potential protection needs; 
ii) access to free health services; iii) distribution of COVID-19 hygiene and biosafety kits, and iv) using 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) tests to avoid potential sources of COVID-19 infection.188  In Peru, the 
Commission takes note of the decision of the Office of the National Migration Superintendent and the Ministry 
of Health to include all persons in mobility, regardless of their migratory situation or status, in the National 
Universal Vaccination Register to get vaccinated against COVID-19.189 As for Uruguay, the Commission 
welcomed the decision of the Ministry of Public Health to enable online registration by migrants and asylum 
seekers to receive COVID-19 vaccines.190 Based on information available to the IACHR, migrants and refugees 
in Uruguay are able to register to receive the vaccine against coronavirus; including people who do not have a 
Uruguayan national identity card.191 

 
38. In relation to human trafficking, the IACHR takes note that Antigua and Barbuda introduced 

standardized operational procedures to refer victims to specific agencies for care and assistance.192 As concerns 
Argentina, the Commission takes note of the measures implemented by the State for raids and rescue of victims 
of human trafficking for labor exploitation purposes on farms and cattle ranches, mostly in the provinces of Rio 
Negro, La Rioja, Corrientes, Misiones, and Santa Fé.193 Likewise, the Commission welcomes the design of a 
special status for access to housing for victims who are rescued from situations of sexual or labor exploitation, 
which was approved in February 2021 by the Executive Committee to Combat Human Trafficking and 
Exploitation and for the Assistance and Protection of the Victims, the Ministry of Territorial Development and 
Habitat of the Nation.194 Likewise, the Commission takes note of the creation of the national campaign for 
decent rural work by the State and trade unions,195 and the establishment of a state textile zone for victims of 
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human trafficking to be able to reenter the labor force.196 In The Bahamas, the Commission takes note of the 
Mi������������������ǯ������������������������������������������������������������Ǯ������������������ǡǯ�������
aims to involve the general population to encourage reporting potential cases of trafficking in persons.197 As 
for Barbados, the Commission takes note of the 2021-2023 National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking, 
the purpose of which is to determine the nature and scope of that criminal offense at the national level.198  The 
Commission also takes note of the Office of the Attorney General of the Nation, developing online learning 
modules for the training of migration and customs agents and the Barbados Police Service on the subject of 
human trafficking.199 As for Belize, the Commission notes that the Government of this country and Honduras 
have been acting through an interinstitutional arrangement to: i) discuss and analyze trends and dynamics of 
the crime of human trafficking; ii) identify the support services that are offered by both countries; and, iii) 
establish a road map for the protection of victims.200 In Bolivia, the Commission takes note of the 
communication strategy established by the government to help prevent human trafficking through awareness-
raising and by shedding light on the crime.201  As for Brazil, the Commission takes note of the Awareness 
campaign against Human Trafficking, Data Gathering and Professional Training to be carried out at strategic 
locations, such as Acre, Amazonas, Amapá, Bahía, Ceará, Distrito Federal, Goiás, Maranhão, Minas Gerais, Mato 
Grosso, Pará, Pernambuco, Paraná, Rio Grande do Norte, Rio de Janeiro, Rio Grande do Sul and São Paulo.202  
Additionally, in the area of cooperation, the Commission takes note of the signing of the Joint Declaration 
against Human Trafficking, Slave Labor and the proposal for a New Socio-labor Declaration among the 
Ministers of Labor of Uruguay, Paraguay and representatives of Argentina and Venezuela, to combatȄmainlyȄ
child slave labor.203 ����������������������ǡ������������������������������������������������������ǯ�����������
report on trafficking in persons, with the participation of different sectors of society.  The report introduces the 
adoption of a comprehensive approach to prevention, punishment, protection, and the new plank of 
ǲ�����������ǡǳ����� ��� ������ ������������� ���� ���������� role played by the victims, survivors and at-risk 
populations.204 The Commission also takes note of the proposed law in the province of Ontario, which would 
expand police jurisdiction to access information in investigations into human trafficking, allowing the police to 
request hotels to share information about guests, if it is believed that it could help identify or protect a victim, 
or locate individuals suspected of committing the crime of human trafficking.205 As for Costa Rica, the 
Commission takes note that the National Coalition against Illegal Trafficking in Migrants and Trafficking in 
Persons (CONATT) presented the 2020-2030 National Policy against Trafficking in Persons.206 In Colombia, the 
Commission notes that the Ministry of the Interior, with the support of the Group to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons (Grupo de Lucha contra la Trata de Personas), provided training to migration agents who deal with 
human trafficking throughout the country.  On this occasion, the New National Strategy to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons 2020-2024 was unveiled and the National Prevention Plan was presented: i) to reduce the crime of 
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human trafficking; and, ii) to decentralize the prevention campaign #CeroComplicidadConlaTrata 
ȏǮ�����������������������������ǯȐǤ207 In Chile, the Commission takes note of measures taken by the State to: i) 
promote tourism awareness for the prevention of commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents 
in the context of travel and tourism by the National Tourism Service (SERNATUR);208 and, ii) prevent child labor 
and trafficking in persons in the framework of the ILO Alliance 8.7.209  As for Dominica, the Commission notes 
that, according to the report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the State 
has been taking several measures to combat the crime of human trafficking, including approving the 
Immigration and Passport decree criminalizing human trafficking and transnational organized crime.210  In 
Ecuador, the Commission takes note of the release of the Situational Report on Trafficking in Persons in the 
context of mixed migratory flow by the Ministry of Government and the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
������ȋ�����Ȍ�������������ǲ�����Ͷ���ǳ�����������Ǥ211  As for the United States, the Commission takes note of 
���� ����� ���� ��� ���� ǲ���� ����� ������������� ���� ���� ��������� ��� ������������ ��� �������� ��� �������� ����� ����
����������� ������� �������Ǥǳ212  According to official information, the measure would provide health care 
practitioners with the tools they need to identify, respond and assist persons who are or are at risk of being 
victims of forced labor or commercial sexual exploitation.213  Additionally, the Commission notes that the US 
��������ǯ�� ������� �������� �� ��w enforcement task force focused on combatting human trafficking.214  With 
reference to Guyana, the IACHR takes note of the introduction of a legislative amendment to the 2005 Law 
against Trafficking in Persons, which would introduce harsher punishments; it would define measures of 
compensation for the victims; and would assign specific roles to state agencies.215  Additionally, the 
Commission notes that the State is engaged in implementing  the 2021-2023 National Human Trafficking Action 
Plan, in view of increased movement of Venezuelans into Guyana and, thus, the higher likelihood of them being 
exploited.216In Honduras, the Commission notes that the Secretariat for Human Rights (SEDH) endeavored to 
place human rights and justice for the victims of human trafficking at the center of efforts, in order to pay 
greater attention to prevention and survivor support.217 Likewise, the Commission notes that the countries of 
northern Central America and Mexico signed a joint declaration reiterating the need to establish alliances for 
the exchange of information on migration and trends, as well as to reinforce the transnational response against 
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de los esfuerzosǡ�ȏǮ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ���������ͳͻǡ�
2021. 
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both trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants.218  Also, in Jamaica, the Commission takes note of the 
process of updating the Law on Trafficking in Persons, in an attempt to effectively combat this crime and make 
sure that legislation is in line with the current reality on the ground.219  Additionally, the Commission notes that 
the Government of Jamaica took initial steps to establish a Police Force specialized in combatting trafficking in 
persons.220  Lastly, the IACHR notes that the topic of human trafficking was introduced in secondary school 
curriculum to help to raise awareness among students and teachers.221  As for Mexico, the Commission takes 
note of the update to the Law of Mexico City for the Protection, Care and Assistance to Victims of Crimes relating 
to Human Trafficking, which includes new public agencies.222  It further notes the amendment to the General 
Law to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Crimes relating to Trafficking in Persons and for the Protection and 
Assistance o�����������������������������ǡ����������������������ǯ�����������������������������������������������
involved. 223  In Panama, the Commission takes note thatȄin the framework of the regular session of the 
Regular Commission for the Prevention of the Crimes of Sexual Exploitation  (CONAPREDES)Ȅ the project was 
approved for the installation of Gesell chambers (two-way mirror rooms) in the provinces of Colón, Darién and 
Coclé in order to strengthen investigations relating to sexual offenses, avoid re-victimization and to respect the 
�������ǯ�������������Ǥ224  Likewise, the Commission takes note of the initiative of the Ministry of Government 
and the University of Panama to strengthen the Observatory on Sexual Exploitation of Children and 
Adolescents.225  Additionally, the Commission takes note that Panama and Colombia have agreed on several 
measures against trafficking in persons and organized crime targeting migrants that cross through the jungle 
of Darien.226  As for Paraguay, the Commission takes note of actions taken by the Ministry of Women and the 
Office on Gender of the Ministry of Public Health on Social Welfare to strengthen the protocol for assisting 
women, children and adolescents affected by human trafficking, establishing sensitization courses for 
community outreach workers and health care professionals belonging to the Family Health Unit.227 Likewise, 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǣ���Ȍ�ǲS�������ǯ±ǳ�ȋǮ����ǯ����
Guarani language) which supports the fight against human trafficking;228 ���ǡ� ��Ȍ� � ǲ�����ǡǳ� ������ ������ ���
educate about the comprehensive care and/or protection programs for victims, procedures in place and lines 
of specific referral for cases of child labor, forced labor and human trafficking.229  In Peru, the Commission takes 

 
218 Government of Honduras, Triángulo Norte y México condenan tráfico y trata de personas, ȏǮ�����������������������������
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 Government of Jamaica, Government to Further Amend Trafficking in Persons Act, March 13, 2021. 
220  Government of Jamaica, Government to Further Amend Trafficking in Persons Act, March 13, 2021. 

221 Government of Jamaica, Government to Further Amend Trafficking in Persons Act, March 13, 2021. 
222 National Human Rights Commission, México, Ley para la Protección, Atención y Asistencia a las Víctimas de los Delitos en 

Materia de Trata de Personas de la Ciudad de México, ȏǮ����������������������ǡ������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������ǯȐǡ�	��������ͳ͸ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

223 Government of Mexico Ȃ Chamber of Deputies of the Honorable Congress of the Union, Ley General para Prevenir, Sancionar 
y Erradicar los Delitos en materia de Trata de Personas y para la Protección y Asistencia a las Víctimas de estos Delitosǡ�ȏǮ
��������������
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May 20, 2021. 

224 Republic of Panama, Presentan informe en el marco del Día Internacional Contra la Explotación Sexual y Trata de Personas, 
ȏǮ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������er 23, 2021. 

225 Republic of Panama, Presentan informe en el marco del Día Internacional Contra la Explotación Sexual y Trata de Personas, 
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226 Ministry of Public Security, Panama, Acuerdan mecanismos para el flujo controlado de migrantes irregulares a través de la 
frontera común, [Mechanisms agreed upon for the controlled flow of irre���������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������͸ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

227 Government of Paraguay, Asistencia integral a mujeres víctimas de trata, ȏǮ���������������������������������������������
�����������ǯȐǡ�������ͳǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

228 Government of Paraguay, Asistencia integral a mujeres víctimas de trataǡ�ȏǮ���������������������������������������������
�����������ǯȐǡ�������ͳǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

229 Government of Paraguay, Se reúnen para reinstalar comisión contra la trata en Central, ȏǮ�������� ����� ��� ����������
�����������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�	��������ͳǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 
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note of the approval of the National Policy on Trafficking in Persons and its Forms of Exploitation in effect until 
2030, which proposes a multisectoral strategy to address and combat the crime.230  In this regard, the IACHR 
notes that this policy, under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, seeks to i) make the population outside of Peru 
more aware of the risks of victimization to foreign nationals abroad; ii) identify potential victims abroad; iii) 
protect and provide assistance to potential victims; and, iv) help them to reenter their place of residence.231  
Additionally, the Commission takes note of the Bilateral Agreement between Bolivia and Peru to strengthen 
efforts to combat human trafficking, smuggling of migrants and related crimes, by taking action in cooperation 
and coordination between the parties through the establishment of mechanisms of prevention, prosecution of 
perpetrators, assistance to and reintegration of victims.232  In Trinidad and Tobago, the Commission welcomes 
the public education campaign carried out in July by the Unit against Trafficking in Persons (CTU) to raise 
awareness about the crime of human trafficking.233 As for Uruguay, the IACHR takes note of actions taken by 
the National Council to Prevent and Trafficking and Exploitation of Persons, including: i) preparing a Protocol 
of Inter-Institutional Procedures for Identification and Assistance in cases of trafficking in persons; ii) 
preparing a Guide of Indicators for collaboration in preventing and assisting potential victims; iii) training 
consular personnel abroad; and, iv) releasing the document Women in a Situation of Sex Trafficking: 
recommendations and guidance for journalists and communication professionals. This document features a 
guide proposing the practice of responsible communication for the protection of the victims and to prevent 
their revictimization.234 

 
39. As for the right of persons deprived of liberty, the IACHR takes note of information provided 

by the State of Argentina about approval of the Protocol for the Transfer of Persons Deprived of Liberty under 
the Federal Penitentiary Service (SPF), establishing that persons in detention should be housedȄto the extent 
possibleȄin facilities close to their family, community, defense attorney and competent judicial authority. It 
further provides that transfers must be notified to the technical defense team and competent authority at least 
72 hours prior to the scheduled date of transfer.235 As for Brazil, the Commission welcomed the decision of the 
Federal Supreme Court (STF) ensuring the rights of trans women deprived of liberty to decide where they wish 
��� ��� ������ǡ� �������� �� �����ǯ�� ��������� ��� �� ����������� ����� ��� �� ���ǯ�� ��������Ǥ236 In Colombia, the 
Commission welcomes the adoption of the 2021-2025 National Plan on Criminal Policy, which seeks to:   i) 
decrease the use of deprivation of liberty and pretrial detention through the promotion of alternative 
measures; ii) guarantee humane treatment and decent conditions of detention; iii) prepare strategies for 
reentry into society to prevent recidivism; and, v) establish paths for social reintegration for persons who have 
finished serving their prison sentences.237  The Commission also noted the reduction in overcrowding at prison 

 
230 Government of Peru, Aprobación de la Política Nacional frente a la Trata de Personas y sus formas de explotación al 2030, 
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231 Government of Peru, Aprobación de la Política Nacional frente a la Trata de Personas y sus formas de explotación al 2030, 
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232 Government of Peru,, Acuerdo Bilateral entre la República del Perú y el Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia para fortalecer la 

lucha contra la trata de personas, el tráfico ilícito de migrantes y delitos conexos, ȏǮ�����������������������������������������������������
the Plurinational State of Bolivia to strengthen the fight against human trafficking, illicit smuggling of migran �����������������������ǯȐǡ�
January 28, 2021. 

233  Counter Trafficking Unit TT - Facebook, Human Trafficking Awareness Campaign Ȃ Part 1, July 23, 2021.  
234 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Uruguay, Comunicado de Prensa 132/21, Press Release 132/21, July 30, 2021. 

235 Government of Argentina, Diplomatic Note No. NO-2021-85233068-APN-DNAJIMDDHH#MJ, September 10, 2021, pg. 14. 
236 IACHR [@CIDH]. (March 24, 2021). La CIDH saúda a decisão do @STF_oficial , em #18Mar, que garantiu o direito às mulheres 
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237 Superior Council on Criminal Policy, Colombia, Plan Nacional de Política Criminal 2021-2025, 2021-2025 National Criminal 
Policy Plan, 2021. 
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facilities,238 and implementation of a pilot project to promote alternative measures to incarceration.239 In Costa 
����ǡ� ������������������������ ������������ ���� ǲ�����-������ ������������������ ���� ���������������������ǡǳ�
which seeks to pave the way for reentry into society for persons deprived of liberty.   In particular, this strategy 
establishes: i) providing formal education and skills building; ii) consolidating offers of employment; and, iii) 
implementing processes of modernization through the inclusion of technology in training and education.240 In 
Ecuador, the IACHR highlights several actions taken by the State following the violence that broke out at several 
detention facilities leaving a death toll of at least 316 persons deprived of liberty in 2021,241 such as:  i) issuing 
decl������������ �� ������ ��� ���������� ��� ǲ��������������������� ����������������������� �������Ǣǳ� ��Ȍ� ��������� ��
specialized team of prosecutors to conduct investigations; iii) opening investigations; and iv) taking measures 
to provide psychological and outpatient care and information to family members of the inmates.242 
������������ǡ��������������������������������������������������ǲ���������������������������������������������
����������������	���������ǳ����������������ǡ����������������������������������������Ǥ243 In the United States, the 
IACHR welcomes the approval of the Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Solitary Confinement Act  (HALT, S. 
No. 2836) by the State of New York. According to official information, the aforementioned law: i) limits the use 
of solitary confinement to 15 days; ii) implements alternative measures of rehabilitation including the creation 
of Residential Rehabilitation Units (RRU); iii) expands the definition of solitary confinement to include any form 
of confinement in a cell where an individual is held for more than 17 hours per day; iv) requires additional time 
outside of the cell and establishes rehabilitation programs; and, v) prohibits the use of confinement on 
vulnerable populations, including persons 21 years of age or younger; 55 years and older, persons with 
disabilities, and pregnant women until eight weeks after giving birth, or women who care for children at the 
������� ��������Ǥ� ������������������ǡ� ���� ������ ������ ����� ����� ���� ǳ����� ���������� ������� ������������ǳ�
continues to be implemented, under which as of September 2021 a total of 2,403 benefits were granted, 
including parole, commutation of sentence, declaration of sentenced served, review of measure and release of 
persons for terminal illness.244  In Mexico, the Commission takes note of the judgment of the Supreme Court of 
Justice of the Nation (SCJN) of October 25, invalidating the use of ex officio pretrial detention for the offenses 
of smuggling, tax fraud and use of false invoices.245  It also welcomes the decision of the Government of Coahuila 
ordering the release of women deprived of liberty for the crime of abortion, as a result of the decision of the  
Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation (SCJN) unanimously invalidating the punishment prescribed for that 

 
238 National Penitentiary and Prison Institute, Colombia, No. 9 Informe Estadístico Población Privada de Libertad Ȃ INPEC Ȃ 

Septiembre 2021ǡ�ȏǮ����istical Report No. 9 Population Deprived of Liberty Ȃ INPEC Ȃ ����������ʹͲʹͳǯȐǡ���������ʹͳǡ�ʹ Ͳʹͳǡ���Ǥ�ʹͶǤ� 
239 Ministry of Justice, Colombia, Ministerio de Justicia y la Embajada de Estados Unidos ponen en marcha proyecto piloto de 

alternatividad penalǡ�ȏǮ������������
�������������� US Embassy roll out pilot project on alternative sentencing, March 31, 2021. 
240 Office of the President, Costa Rica, Nuevo modelo de inserción potenciará oportunidades laborales y de capacitación en 
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23, 2021. 
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offense with retroactive effect.246  Likewise, the Commission is pleased with the efforts made by the State so 
that persons in pretrial detention are able to exercise their right to vote.247 In Paraguay, the Commission 
welcomes the decision handed down by the Supreme Court of Justice on March 26, issuing an urgent appeal to 
the State to use pretrial detention on an exceptional basis, providing guidelines for its use and promoting ex 
officio review,248  in view of the fact that it is the country with the second highest use of pretrial detention in 
the region,249 which is one of the main causes of prison overcrowding. The Commission also welcomes the 
signing of a framework agreement and supplementary partnership commitment document between the 
Ministry of Justice and the National Secretariat for the Human Rights of Persons with Disability (Senadis) of 
Paraguay in April, the purpose of which is to ensure policies and practices of comprehensive care and access to 
rights for persons with disabilities deprived of liberty. 

 
40. With relation to the rights of children and adolescents, the IACHR welcomes enactment of 

Law No. 27.661 on Attention and Comprehensive Health Care during Pregnancy and Early Infancy on December 
30, 2020, in the Argentine Republic. On this score, the IACHR notes that the law ensures attention and 
comprehensive care for children up to the age of three, and seeks to reduce mortality, malnutrition and 
undernourishment; prevent violence; and, protect early links, neural development and health in an integrative 
manner.250  Additionally, the State grants economic assistance equivalent to the universal allowance for a child 
with disability.251 Also, in Bolivia, the IACHR welcomes approval by the Legislative Assembly of the 
������������������ǲ��������ǯ�����������������ǯ�����ǡǳ����������������������������������������������������
Guarantee Restoration of the Human Right to Family of Children and Adolescents.252 According to official 
information, this amendment is meant to facilitate and streamline procedures for circumstantial foster care, 
judicial determination of name (kinship), termination of parental authority and adoption, in order to guarantee 
the restoration of the right to family of children and adolescents who, in the absence of parental care, are under 
the special custody of the State.253 Additionally, regarding this same country, the IACHR learned of the 
introduction of a legislative bill to create a national scholarship program for low income children and 
adolescent orphans, who are victims of COVID-19, in higher technical/vocational education and undergraduate 
studies.254  As for Brazil, the IACHR takes note of the Modernization and Universalization Policy of the Civil 
Registry and of Basic Identification Documentation. According to official information, the policy aims to make 
early infancy policy more effective; eradicate under registration; address the disappearance of children and 
adolescents; guarantee social inclusion; prevent exchange of babies in maternity wards; and combat trafficking 
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����ʹ ͺǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ 
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Humano a la Familia de las Niñas, Niños y Adolescentesǡ�ȏǮ�������������������Ǥ�ͷͶͺ����
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in children; among other things.255  Regarding Chile, the IACHR welcomes the signing of a collaboration 
agreement between the Constituent Convention Table and the Office of the Ombudsman for Children, the 
purpose of which is to promote the participation of children and adolescents in the constituent process.256 
Additionally, the IACHR takes note of the participation of the Office of the Ombudsman for Children in the 
preparation of the Second National Human Rights Plan (PNDH), in order to provide technical assistance related 
to the rights of this population.257  As for Colombia, the Commission welcomes the passing of Law No. 2089 on 
May 14, 2021, which bans physical punishment, cruel, humiliating or degrading treatment and any other type 
of violence as a correctional method against children and adolescents.  Additionally, it creates the National 
Pedagogic and Prevention Strategy for the elimination of corporal punishment and cruel, humiliating or 
degrading treatment against this population.258 Likewise, the Commission takes note of the information 
provided by the State pertaining to forced recruitment noting that the Subcommittee for the Prevention, 
Protection and Guarantee of Non-Repetition approved the proposal for the systemwide harmonization of 
routes to prevent recruitment, use, utilization and sexual violence against children and adolescents.259 It also 
takes note of the implementation of the sixth edition of ���� �������� ǲ�����ïǡ� �������������� �����������
���������������������ǡ�����������������������������ǡǳ���������������������������������������������������������
initiatives to promote safe settings for early prevention of recruitment and use of children and adolescents by 
organized criminal groups and groups operating outside the law.260 In Ecuador, the Commission welcomes the 
�����ǯ��������������������������������ͳͶ�������������������������������������������������������ǡ261 in compliance 
with the reparation measures ordered by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of Guzmán 
Albarracín et al.262  Likewise, the Commission takes note of the measures taken to protect the rights of children 
�������������������������������������ǲ��������������������������ervise the security and safety of  children and 
������������ �������	�����������Ǣǳ������������������������������������������������� ������������� ������������
Protection Plan for Children and Adolescents up to 2030, which is in a public comment period.263 In Guyana, 
the Commission takes note of the 2021-2025 Strategic Education Plan (ESP) of the State; the partnership with 
the UN to address child abuse; and the efforts to regulate the operation of alternative care institutions.  
Regarding the ESP, the IACHR notes that it was adopted based on an inclusive and participatory approach 
through consultations with unschooled young people and children deprived of liberty with disabilities. 
��������������������������������������ǡ�������������������������������������ǯ�����mitments to the 2030 UN 
agenda, as well as with the CARICOM Human Resources Strategy.264  With respect to Peru, the Commission 
welcomes the approval of Vice-Ministerial Resolution No. 169-2021-������ǡ����������������������ǲ
����������
for Comprehensive Sex E��������� ������������������Ǥǳ��������������ǯ���������� ��� �������������������������
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262 IA Court of HR. Case of Guzmán Albarracín et al v. Ecuador, Judgment of June 24, 2020.  
263 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility of Ecuador, Situation of Human Rights in Ecuador Achievements from January 
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relevant and timely integrative sex education at basic education institutions and programs, to enable sexuality 
to be experienced in a safe, responsible and healthy manner, in accordance with the stage of development and 
maturity of students.265 

 
41. As for the rights of older persons, in Brazil, the Commission takes note of information 

provided by the State on the National anti-COVID-19 Vaccination Operational Plan,266 establishing as a priority 
group for immunization persons over 60 years of age residing at long-term stay establishments, such as 
independent living facilities, nursing homes or shelters.  In Costa Rica, the Commission takes note of the 
information provided by the State about rules, laws and institutional policies of the judiciary aimed at 
improving access to justice for older persons, including preferential treatment, respect for decisions made by 
older persons,  appropriate physical space to ensure access for older persons, preparation and dissemination 
of information about policies to prevent situations of violence, among other ones.267 In Chile, the Commission 
welcomes approval by the judiciary of the Protocol on Access to Justice for Older Persons,268 which lays out 
recommendations to be used by judges in their rulings to contribute to equal access to justice, guarantee the 
principle of equality and non-discrimination based on age and effective exercise of the rights of older persons.  
In Ecuador, the Commission highlights information provided by the State about the start of the process to create 
the National Specialized System for the Integrative Protection of the Rights of Older Adults  - SINEPIDPAM- the 
purpose of which is to coordinate the institutions, public and private services, rules, policies, plans, programs, 
mechanisms and activities aimed at guaranteeing the comprehensive, priority and special protection of older 
adults. Additionally, the Commission takes note of the coverage of 365,834 older persons who collect non-
���������������������������� ���� ǲ�������������ǳ� ȋǲMis Mejores AñosǳȌ� ���������������������������������ǡ�
which are intended to help to improve the economic security of older persons living in a situation of poverty 
and extreme poverty.269  In El Salvador, the Commission welcomes the passing of the Special Law for the 
Protection of the Rights of Older Adults,270 which repeals the 2002 Law of Comprehensive Care for Older Adults, 
expanding and standardizing the legal framework for protection of the rights of older persons in accordance 
with the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Rights of Older Persons.  It also takes note of information 
submitted by the State271 about implementation of comprehensive health campaigns for older adults from 
indigenous communities, in both the western and eastern areas of the country.  In the United States, the 
Commission takes note of the allocation of $1.4 billion dollars in funding under the 2021 American Rescue Plan 
Act for social assistance programs under the Older Americans Act.  The IACHR welcomes programs supported 
by this funding, which include programs supporting the dissemination and coordination of vaccinations, 
addressing social isolation, providing support to family caregivers and offering nutritional support to older 
persons.272  ������������ǡ� ���� ������ ������ ���� ������������� ������� ʹͲʹͳ� ��� ������ ���������ǯ������ǡ� ����
purpose of which is to honor older persons for their ongoing contributions to the development of the 
country.273 In Honduras, the Commission takes note of the information provided by the State about approval of 
����ǲʹͲʹͳ-ʹͲʹͷͲ��������������������������������������ǡǳ���������������������������������������������������������
action that are to be implemented by drawing up an Policy Implementation Plan. As for Panama, the 
Commission notes Draft Law No. 585, which was introduced in the General Assembly on March 17, 2021, to 

 
265 Ministry of Education Peru,  Resolución Viceministerial N° 169-2021-MINEDU, June 3, 2021.  

266 Report of the State of Brazil for Chapter IV.A of the IACHR 2021 Annual Report, October 15, 2021. Ministry of Health, Plano 
Nacional de Operacionalização da Vacinação contra a COVID-19, [National Plan for Operationalizing COVID-19 Vaccination], 2021. 

267 Report of the State of Costa Rica for Chapter IV. A of the IACHR 2021 Annual Report, September 25, 2021.  

268 Judiciary, Protocolo de Acceso a la Justicia de Personas Mayoresǡ�ȏǮ�����������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�������ʹͲʹͳǤ 
269 Report of the State of Ecuador for Chapter IV. A of the IACHR 2021 Annual Report,  September 7, 2021. 
270 Decree No.817 of the Legislative Assembly, Ley Especial para la protección de los derechos de la persona adulta mayor,  

ȏǮ�������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�
�������ʹ͹ǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ 

271 Report of the State of El Salvador for Chapter IV. A of the 2021 IACHR Annual Report, September 30, 2021. 

272 U.S. Congress, American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, March 11, 2021, sec. 2921; U.S. White House,  Fact Sheet: Biden-ƤHarris 
Administration Delivers Funds to Support the Health of Older Americans, May 3, 2021. 

273 U.S. White House, A Proclamation on Older Americans Month, 2021, May 3, 2021. 

http://www.grade.org.pe/creer/archivos/ESI-RVM-N%C2%B0-169-2021-MINEDU.pdf
https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/coronavirus/publicacoes-tecnicas/guias-e-planos/plano-nacional-de-vacinacao-covid-19/view
https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/coronavirus/publicacoes-tecnicas/guias-e-planos/plano-nacional-de-vacinacao-covid-19/view
https://servicios.pjud.cl/TestProtocoloPersonasMayores16-04-21.pdf
https://www.diariooficial.gob.sv/diarios/do-2021/04-abril/22-04-2021.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ2/PLAW-117publ2.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ2/PLAW-117publ2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/03/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-delivers-funds-to-support-the-health-of-older-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/03/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-delivers-funds-to-support-the-health-of-older-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/03/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-delivers-funds-to-support-the-health-of-older-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/03/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-delivers-funds-to-support-the-health-of-older-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/03/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-delivers-funds-to-support-the-health-of-older-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/05/03/a-proclamation-on-older-americans-month-2021/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/05/03/a-proclamation-on-older-americans-month-2021/


                        

 

31 

approve the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons.274 In Peru, the 
Commission notes Executive Branch of Government enacting  the National Multisectoral Policy for Older Adults 
up to 2030,275 establishing five priority targets pertaining to the right to care and proper treatment for a live in 
community without discrimination; healthy aging; contributive and non-contributive benefits; access, 
permanence, completion and quality of education at all levels and education modalities and social, productive 
and political participation. In Trinidad and Tobago, the IACHR highlights a series of webinars about 
mistreatment of older persons, hosted by the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services, as an effort 
to raise awareness among the population about prevention of ill-treatment of older persons.276 

 
42. In relation to the rights of human rights defenders, the IACHR takes note of information 

provided by the State of Brazil pertaining to implementation of the Human Rights Defender Protection Program 
(PPDDH), in the states of Bahía, Paraíba, Pernambuco, Ceará, Maranhão, Minas Gerais, Pará and Río de Janeiro 
and about its current status of implementation in the states of Rio Grande do Sul and Amazonas. In this 
program, the State reports investing an average of eight million reals per year and that currently there are 
around 600 defenders included in the PPDDH throughout the territory.277 Additionally, the IACHR takes note 
of information submitted by the State about the publication of Decree No. 10.815/2021 (Annex XII), which 
promotes the role of civil society in leading the Human Rights Defender, Communicator and Environmentalist 
Protection Program (PPDDH) and the Deliberating Council of the Human Rights Defender, Communicator and 
Environmentalist Protection Program.278 As for Colombia, the Commission notes progress in investigations into 
crimes against human rights defenders.  On this score, the State reported to the Commission that, as of August 
10, 2021, the Office of the Attorney General of the Nation has secured the conviction of 89 actual perpetrators 
in 69 cases of homicides of human rights defenders and 8 social leaders, and the conviction of 10 masterminds 
in 8 cases of homicides. As for investigations into threats, the State noted that from January 1, 2021 to July 31, 
2021, the Office of the Attorney General of the Nation investigated 961 cases of threats against human rights 
defenders, of which no convictions have been secured yet.279 In Honduras, the IACHR takes note that from 
January to September 2021, the Training Academy of the Office of the Public Prosecutor provided training to 
93 persons on protecting human rights defenders, which was imparted by the IACHR in the framework of the 
Special Technical Advisory Board (MESAT), and was attended by at least 29 officials of the Honduran State. 280  
In Peru, the Commission welcomes the creation of the Intersectoral Mechanism to Protect Human Rights 
Defenders, which was created on April 22, 2021, under Supreme Decree No. 004-2021. The purpose of this 
mechanism is to ensure prevention, protection and access to justice for human rights defenders whose lives or 
safety may be imperiled as a result of their work. The Commission noted that Inter-American standards on 
prevention of risks and protection of human rights defenders are written into the Decree.281 

  
43. As for actions taken to strengthen memory, truth and historic justice, freedom of expression 

and thought, and protection of economic, social, cultural and environmental rights (ESCER), the IACHR firstly 

 
274 General Assembly of Panama, Labor legislativa, Proyecto 585, Convención Interamericana sobre la Protección de los 

Derechos Humanos de las Personas Mayores, Legislative Bill, Draft 585, Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of 
�������������ǯȐǡ�����������������������ͳͺǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ  

275 SUPREME DECREE NO. 006-2021-MIMP approving the Política Nacional Multisectorial para las Personas Adultas Mayores al 
2030ǡ�ȏǮ�����������������������������������������������������ʹͲ͵ͲǯȐǡ�
����Ͷǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ 

276 Loop News, Ministry hosts day three of elder abuse webinar, July 26, 2021. 
277 Federative Republic of Brazil, Report on Chapter IV A Ȃ IACHR 2021 Annual Report, October 16, 2021, pg. 15. 

278 Federative Republic of Brazil, Report on Chapter IV A Ȃ IACHR 2021 Annual Report, October 16, 2021, pg. 16. 
279 Republic of Colombia, Submissions of Colombia for the preparation of the IACHR Annual Report Ȃ Chapter IV, Section A 

ǲ�����������������������������������������������������������ǳ�	���ʹͲʹͳǡ�����Ǥ�Ͷͻ�����ͷ͵Ǥ 
280 Republic of Honduras, Observations from the State of Honduras on the Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras 

2019, October 29, 2021, pg. 16. 
281 IACHR, Press Release No. 111/21, La CIDH saluda la creación del Mecanismo intersectorial para la protección de las personas 

defensoras de derechos humanos en Perú, IACHR Welcomes the Creation of the Intersectoral Mechanism to Protect Human Rights 
Defenders in Peru. May 3, 2021. 

https://www.asamblea.gob.pa/seguimiento-legislativo-proyectos
https://www.asamblea.gob.pa/seguimiento-legislativo-proyectos
https://busquedas.elperuano.pe/download/full/17pyWwrs4mTARBsxYr5FaM
https://busquedas.elperuano.pe/download/full/17pyWwrs4mTARBsxYr5FaM
https://tt.loopnews.com/content/ministry-hosts-day-three-elder-abuse-webinar
https://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/111.asp
https://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/111.asp
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notes that, according to information provided by the State of Argentina, regarding steps taken to advance 
memory, truth and justice policies and practices in the region, 90 memorials were created over the past five 
years in conjunction with provinces, municipalities and with the accompaniment of human rights agencies and 
other civil society organizations.282  It also takes note of the release of a publication laying out 
recommendations for responsible media treatment regarding the civilian-military dictatorship and the 
memory, truth and justice process, which was written jointly between the Secretariat for Human Rights (SDH) 
and the Public Defender´s Office for Audiovisual Communication Services; and the creation of the Joint Working 
Group on documentation of intelligence linked to human rights violations, in order to establish common criteria 
for addressing the trove of documents found in different formats at the Federal Intelligence Agency. 
Additionally, the IACHR takes note of the creation of the website providing information about the trials for 
crimes against humanity283 committed during the period of State terrorism.284 Also, in Argentina, the IACHR 
welcomes the judgment issued by Federal Oral Court 4 of San Martin convicting 5 of the 6 defendants charged 
with crimes against humanity against 94 members of the Montoneros Counter-offensive and sentencing them 
to a life imprisonment and, highlights the first judgment of conviction for crimes against sexual integrity 
committed by the ESMA, which considered the acts to be crimes against humanity, that were autonomous from 
the torture suffered by the victims.285  According to information from the Office of the Prosecutor for Crimes 
against Humanity,286 as of September 16, 2021, 631 cases relating to human rights violations stemming from 
the State Terrorism were filed and 264 judgments were issued. Lastly, the Commission welcomes the roll out 
of the Strategic Plan for the Advancement of the Trials for Crimes against Humanity, which seeks to establish a 
pathway for actions to promptly hold trials for such crimes, strengthen investigations and provide greater 
assistance to victims through the restoration of the Special Investigation Unit within the orbit of the SDH, which 
brings to light information pertaining to the liability of businesses in crimes against humanity committed for 
economic motives.287 In Bolivia, the IACHR welcomes the submission of the Report of the Truth Commission of 
the Office of the President of the Republic and the installation of the Memorial Houses in different regions of 
the country.288 In Colombia, the IACHR takes note of the efforts of Integral System of Truth, Justice, Reparation 
and Non-Repetition (SIVJRNR) to coordinate and adopt a differential approach in its different instruments and 
procedures. In Chile, the IACHR welcomes the roll out of the digital platform,289 which features memory projects 
of the Sub-secretariat for Human Rights and registers and geolocates at least 1016 memorial sites.290  In 

 
282 Argentine Republic, Note NO-2021-85233068-APN-DNAJIMDDHH#MJ, In re: Response to Article 41 ACHR request Ȃ 2021 

Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, September 10, 2021, pg. 5-7, in IACHR archive. 
283 Argentine Republic, Note NO-2021-85233068-APN-DNAJIMDDHH#MJ, In re: Response to Article 41 ACHR request Ȃ 2021 

Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, September 10, 2021, pg. 5-7, in IACHR archive. See site on trials for 
crimes against humanity at: http://www.juiciosdelesahumanidad.ar/  

284 Argentine Republic, Note NO-2021-85233068-APN-DNAJIMDDHH#MJ, In re: Response to Article 41 ACHR request Ȃ 2021 
Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, September 10, 2021, pg. 5-7, in IACHR archive. 

285  CELS, Primera sentencia por delitos contra la integridad sexual cometidos en la esma ǡ�ȏǮ	���������������������������������
��������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������ͳ͵ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ��������ͳʹǡ�Histórica condena por los delitos sexuales en la ESMAǡ�ȏǮ���������
����������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������ͳͶǤ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ 

286 Office of the Public Prosecutor, Relevamiento de la Procuraduría de Crímenes contra la Humanidad, Son 1044 las personas 
condenadas en 264 sentencias en causas por crímenes de lesa humanidad ǡ�ȏǮ������������������������������������������������������������������
Humanity, ͳͲͶͶ�������������������������������ʹ͸Ͷ�����������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�����������ʹͶǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ  

287 Argentine Republic, Note NO-2021-85233068-APN-DNAJIMDDHH#MJ, In re: Response to Article 41 ACHR request Ȃ 2021 
Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, September 10, 2021, pg. 5-7, in IACHR archive. 

288 Ministry of Justice, Comisión de la Verdad entrega al Presidente Arce el Informe Final de Violaciones de DDHH en Dictaduras, 
ȏǮ�����������������������������������������������	����������������������������������������������������������ǯȐ�������ʹ ʹǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǢ����������
of Justice, Casa de la Memoria, marco normativo y seguro de salud como resarcimiento de daños a víctimas de dictaduras ǡ� ȏǮ���������
������ǡ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�������͵ǡ�ʹͲʹͳǢ����eSur TV, Pdte. de 
Bolivia anuncia la creación de las Casas de la Memoriaǡ�ȏǮ�������������������������������������������������������������������ǯȐǡ��������ʹͳǡ�
2021. 

289 ǯ�����ǣȀȀ����������������Ǥ�����������Ǥ���Ǥ��Ȁ 
290 El equipo de la Secretaría Ejecutiva de la #CIDH participó en el lanzamiento del Archivo de Memoria Histórica de la 

@SubseDDHH de #Chile, plataforma digital que sistematiza proyectos de memoria y catastra y geolocaliza al menos 1016 
#SitiosDeMemoria. #Memo���������
�������ǳǡ� ȏǮ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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��������ǡ�������������������������������������������������������ǲ��������������ǳ�����  Ȃ which investigates 
crimes such as the forced disappearance, torture, sexual violence, extrajudicial execution against at least 183 
individuals by members of the security forces from 1983 to 1985.291 The IACHR takes note that the Office of the 
Prosecutor for Human Rights of Guatemala brought charges against three of the 12 retired military and police 
officers that were allegedly implicated in the case.  The IACHR also became aware of the extradition from the 
United States and the opening of the trial in Guatemala against one person for the crime of murder and crimes 
against humanity relating to the Dos Erres Massacre.292 In Uruguay, the IACHR has taken note of the judgement 
issued by Criminal Court 27 Chamber Montevideo, which ordered 7 military officers into custody and to stand 
trial for crimes against persons who were being held in detention at the facilities of Battalion No 13 and 300 
Carlos, reinforcing the findings of the judgment of the Inter-American Court in the case of Gelman with respect 
to the St���ǯ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
of gross human rights violations.293  

  
44. With respect to the right to freedom of expression, in Argentina, the IACHR and the Special 

Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression (RELE) highlight several judicial decisions, that have facilitated the 
development of the right to freedom of expression in Argentina. In particular, they note the decision of the 
Second Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice of Mendoza acquitting Roberto Macho and Raquel Blas, two 
union representatives of the Association of State Workers (ATE) of Mendoza, in a case that was brought against 
them for blocking a street in front of the Government Center in the city of Mendoza, in 2016, as part of an 
����������������������������������ǯ�������Ǥ294  Likewise, the IACHR and the RELE welcome the decision of the 
First Chamber of the Federal Criminal and Correctional Court of the City of Buenos Aires in Argentina 
dismissing the appeals of businessmen Gerardo Ferreyra and Néstor Otero, who were asking for La Nación 
journalist Diego Cabot to identify his sources for the investigative journalism he carried out into the case known 
���ǲ�����������������������ǳ�ȋǮ���������������ǯȌǡ����������������������acts of corruption supposedly involving 
Vice President Cristina Fernandez.  Additionally, they take note of information provided by the State that, in 
the framework of the election year, the Pueblic Defender´s Office for Audiovisual Communication Services 
entered into an Ethics Pact against Disinformation, spearheaded by the Argentine Federation of Press Workers 
(FATPREN) and by schools of communication, journalism institutes and organizations, devoted to promoting 
information transparency in the context of the midterm elections.295  They also take note of the passing of Law 

 
Historic Memory Archive of the Sub secretariat of HR of Chile, a digital platform that systematizes memory projects and registers and 
geolocates a��������ͳͲͳ͸������������ǯȐǡ�������������������������������ȋ̷����Ȍǡ�Publicación de 10 de mayo de 2021Ǥ�ȏǮ��������������ͳͲǡ�
ʹͲʹͳǯȐ 

291 CEJIL, Demandamos a Guatemala justicia y verdad en cumplimiento de la sentencia de la Corte IDH en el caso Diario Militar, 
ȏǮ��������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������Ǯ����������� ���ǯǯȐǡ�����ʹͺǡ�
2021; DW, Guatemala: inician imputación a acusados en caso "Diario Militar" ǡ� ȏǮ
��������ǣ����������������������������������� ���������
����������������ǯȐǡ�
����͵ǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ 

292 DW, Guatemala: arrestan a José Ortiz por masacre en "Dos Erres" ǡ�ȏǮ
��������ǣ�
�����������������������������������������ǯȐǡ�
May 9, 2021; United States, U.S. Imigration and Customs Enforcement, ICE remueve a ciudadano guatemalteco por presuntas violaciones 
de los derechos humanos en conexión con la masacre de 1982 en Dos Erresǡ�ȏǮ������������
�������������������������������uman rights 
����������� ��� ����������� ����� ���� ͳͻͺʹ� ���� ������ ��������ǯȐǡ� ���� ͳʹǡ� ʹͲʹͳǢ� ��� ����� 
�ǡ  Caso Dos Erres: Juzgado envía a juicio a 
José Ortíz por crímenes cometidos en 1982ǡ�ȏǮ��������������ǣ��������������
�������������������������������������������������ͳͻͺʹǯȐǡ���������
14, 2021. 

293 CIDH - IACHR en Twitter: "#UruguayĦĪ La @CIDH toma nota de la sentencia del Juzgado Penal de 27º Turno Montevideo, el 
#3Jun, que decretó procesamiento y prisión de 7 militares por delitos contra personas detenidas en los centros Batallón Nº 13  y 300 Carlos 
durante la dictadura cívico-militar. #DDHH 1" / TwitterǤȏǮ��������������������������������ʹ͹th Criminal Court in Chambers Montevideo, 
on June 3, which ordered 7 military men to stand trial and to be held in custody for crimes against persons held in custody at the facilities 
����������������ͳ͵�����͵ͲͲ�������������������������������������������������ǯȐ 

294 Los Andes. March 18, 2021. La Corte dio vuelta un fallo y salvó a Macho y a Blas de una condena a prisiónǢ� ȏǮ����������
overturned ruling and saved Macho and Blas from prison ��������ǯȐǢ�������À�Ǥ�������ͳͺǡ�ʹ ͲʹͳǤ�Absolvieron a Raquel Blas y Roberto Macho 
por un corte de calle en 2016 ȏǮ�����������������������������������������������������������������ʹͲͳ͸ǯȐǤ 

295 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information submitted by the State for the Annual Report of the 
Special Rapporteurship. September 21, 2021. Archive of the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. 
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No. 27.635 on Equity in the Representation of Genders in Communication Services of the Argentine Republic.296  
According to information provided by the State, it promotes gender parity from a perspective of sexual 
diversity in communication services, in whatever platform may be used, establishing a mandatory regime for 
communication services operated by State-managed providers and a promotion regime for communication 
services operated by for-profit and not-for-profit private management.   In The Bahamas, the IACHR and the 
RELE are pleased that in the framework of the commemoration of World Press Freedom Day the Attorney 
General of The Bahamas appointed the first Freedom of Information Commissioner and the first Deputy 
Freedom of Information Commissioner;297 nonetheless, they are concerned about available information 
suggesting that the office  did not begin operatio��� ������������ ���� �������� �������� ��� ǲ������ ����������
������Ǥǳ298 In Brazil, the IACHR and the RELE take note of a few judicial decisions that help to ensure the exercise 
of freedom of expression by journalists who investigate matters of public interest, as well as progress in 
introducing legislative bills that seek to combat censure and protect the use of anonymity in literary works.  
Likewise, there was progress in the area of prosecutions, protection of confidentiality of sources and combating 
stigmatizing and discriminatory speech.299 Among other progress, we can note two decisions of the Federal 
Supreme Court that help to protect the confidentiality of sources of information. In February, the decision of 
the Federal Supreme Court (STF), closing the investigation that the Office of the Public Prosecutor was 
attempting to carry out of journalist Allan de Abreu for a story that he had published in 2011 about an alleged 
case of corruption, became settled law (res judicata). The decision of this STF put an end to the investigation.300  
Likewise, in June, Justice of the Federal Supreme Court Dias Toffoli granted a partial injunctive measure in 
defense of the confidentiality of the sources of investigative journalists, who disclosed alleged cases of 
corruption in the National Department of Transportation of Espirito Santo. The justice ordered public 
authorities of the state of Espirito Santo to refrain from practicing acts aimed at holding journalists responsible 
for revealing an alleged corruption scheme.301  Additionally, they welcome the creation of a Commission on 
Freedom of Expression by the Federal Council of the Brazilian Bar Association (Orden de Abogados) of Brazil302 
and the National Network for the Protection of Journalists and Media Workers by the Vladmir Herzog Institute 
and Articulo 19.303 As for Canada, the IACHR and the RELE congratulate the State for promoting the program 
ǲ����������� ��������ǳ� ��������� ������������ �������ͷͺͷ�����������������������������������ʹͲʹ͵�ǲ��������������
speed Internet to 975 ����������������������������ǡ�����������ͳͻͲ�����������������������ǡǳ������������������
���� ���������� ���������� ����ǡ� ������ ǲ��������� ���������� ��������� ��������� ����������� ������Ǥǳ304  
Additionally, they take note of information provided by the State about the existence of other programs that 
help provide digital literacy and guarantee online freedom of expression, access to information, informed 
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debate and meaningful civic participation of citizens.  In Chile, the IACHR and the RELE welcome the decision 
of the Preliminary Matter Court of Valparaíso of January 4, dismissing with prejudice the case against the 
members of the feminist collective LasTesis for the crimes of threats, assault of an authority and incitement to 
violence against the police stemming from a criminal complaint brought by the Carabineros. The complaint 
called into question several songs and audiovisual performances staged by this artistic group, that were widely 
posted on social networks.  As for Colombia, the IACHR and the RELE welcome progress reported in the 
framework of the investigations into attacks on journalists in performance of their job. This progress includes 
the conviction of Ariel Ortega Martinez as the perpetrator of the crime of threats against journalists Julio César 
González Quiceno (known as Matador), Daniel Samper Ospina and María Antonia García de la Torre, which was 
handed down by Criminal Court 19 of the Circuit of Bogota. The court ruling found that messages sent by Ariel 
Ortega over social networks from 2017 to 2018 affected the journalistic profession and public opinion, 
inasmuch as they were used as a tool of intimidation of the press.305  Additionally, the IACHR and the RELE 
learned of the conviction of the person responsible for threatening Luis Carlos Velez, the Director of News of 
RCN Radio in July 2018.306  The journalist has been the target of intimidation and death threats on several 
occasions.307  The Commission and the RELE also welcome the decision of the Plenary Chamber of the 
Constitutional Court, which struck down Article 55 of Law 29 of 1944, establishing a special regime of civil 
liability for journalists and media for damages to third parties as a consequence of their publications.308 In its 
judgment, the court declared the provision unconstitutional, on the grounds that it entailed a disproportionate 
���������������������������ǯ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
disclose their sources when they were obligated to prove that there was no intent to cause harm to third 
parties.309  Likewise, the Commission and the RELE welcome the judgment of the Constitutional Court of May 
14, 2021, regarded as a landmark ruling, recognizing the rights of women journalists to enjoy a work 
environment free of violence, with actual equality and non-discrimination based on their gender.310  With 
respect to Costa Rica, the IACHR and the RELE welcome the decision of the Constitutional Chamber of the 
Supreme Court of Costa Rica to entertain the action for constitutional relief  (acción de constitutionalidad) filed 
by the National Association of Public and Private Employees against Law No. 9808, which was approved in 
ʹͲʹͲǡ��ǲ�������������������������������������������������������������ǳ������������������������������������������
on the exercise of the right to freedom of peaceful assembly, on the grounds that it is the obligation of the State 
to ensure continuity of the provision of public services during strikes.  On that occasion, the Court also stayed 
effect of the law while it rules on the action.311 Additionally, in the context of the debate on digital literacy, the 
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������������������������������������������������������������������������ǲ�������������������������������ǳ�
course, that was developed by the Supreme Electoral Tribunal to train citizens to identify disinformation, 
protect personal information and to encourage dialogue in the digital setting free of violence and 
discrimination.312  They also recognize the Legal Opinion issued by the Office of the Office of  the Attorne 
General (Procuraduría General de la RepúblicaȌǡ� �������� ����� ǲ��� ������ ������������������� ��� ������������� ���
private entities to be able to gather, store or have access to the biometric data of inhabitants, they must be 
authorized in a legal provision, defining the public purpose that is pursued thereby, and establishing the other 
parameters for its treatment, such as who will have access to this information and its purpose, how the data 
will be treated, the penalty regime in the event of a breach, security and backup measures, among other 
��������Ǥǳ313  As for Ecuador, the IACHR and the RELE note that it was the most improved country in the 
rankings of the annual Internet Freedom of Expression Index, compiled by the organization Freedom House.  
According to the report Ǯ	�����������������ǡǳ����������������������������ǡ�����������������������������������
deteriorated in 30 countries, while only 18 countries posted improvements, with Ecuador posting the steepest 
rise.  According to the report, improved conditions for the exercise of rights on the Internet in Ecuador are 
evident in the appearance of increasingly more diverse spaces, enabling journalists, citizens and users, who 
belong to usually excluded groups, such as indigenous peoples, to participate in public discussions.314  They 
also take note of information provided by the State about inclusion of training on international human rights 
standards in the area of freedom of expression in the 2021 plan of the Office of Training and Mission 
Strengthening of the Office of the Attorney General . The purpose of these trainings is to prepare public servants 
and deepen their knowledge about investigations in this subject matter.  As for El Salvador, the IACHR and 
RELE acknowledge the information provided by the State about its policy to strengthen coverage and 
participation of public media in media spaces and in the public debate as a priority objective of the current 
government, in order to promote plurality in the media. They also take note of the information submitted by 
the State that the Institute on Access to Public Information has designed tools to help promote a culture of 
transparency and access to information in El Salvador, such as the Transparency Portal, through which 
information is posted ex officio; ���ǲ��������������ǡǳ�������������������������������������������-making process 
of public institutions, designed as a tool of citizen participation.  Lastly, they take note of information provided 
by the Supreme Court of Justice of El Salvador, referring to the fact that, since the start of the pandemic, the 
judiciary has attempted to make communications more accessible and interactive with citizens in general and 
with stakeholders in the justice system, such as journalists, students, bar associations, national institutions and 
international agencies.  As for the United States, the IACHR and the RELE take note that in 2021 Jarrod Ramos 
was convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of 5 journalists and the attempted murder of 
another seven, during a shooting rampage in the news room of the daily newspaper the Capital Gazette, in 
Annapolis, capital of the state of Maryland, on June 28, 2018. The attack resulted in the deaths of the editors 
Rob Hiaasen, Wendi Winters, Gerald Fischman, of reporter John McNamara and sales assistant Rebecca Smith. 
The IACHR and the RELE also welcome the decision of the US Supreme Court in the case of Mahanoy Area 
School District v. B.L., finding that the comments of a female student criticizing the school she attended with 
vulgar language over the social networks is protected under the First Amendment of the Constitution. 
According to the Court, the punishment of the student violated her right to freedom of expression, on the 
grounds that she had expressed herself over personal networks, outside of the school, and that her statements 
did not constitute a substantial disruption at the school nor a threat of harm to third parties.315 Likewise, they 
take note of available information about the government in July banning US attorneys from using warrants or 
���������� ��� ��������� �����������ǯ� �������Ǥ� � ���� ��������� 
������� ���������� �� ���� ������ǡ� ����� ��� �����
applicable in cases of disclosure of classified information, directing the Department of Justice, as a rule, to no 
�������ǲ���������������������������s for the purpose of obtaining information from or records of members of 
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������������������������������������������������������������������Ǥǳ316  This stemmed from several complains 
about subpoenas being issued by prosecutors to seize information from emails, telephone records and other 
communications of journalists. They also take note of the revocation of Executive Orders 13950 of September 
2020317 and 13925 of May 2020, which had been a source of concern because they could restrict freedom of 
expression. Even though its purpose was to establish policies to combat the use of racial and gender-based 
stereotypes, the first Order would have had a chilling effect, particularly on diversity and inclusion policies of 
academic institutions.318  The second Order, among other things, ordered different federal agencies to take 
steps to amend Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act of 1996, which according to civil society 
organizations, signified a serious backward step for freedom of expression on Internet.319  In Guatemala, the 
IACHR and the RELE take note of information provided by the State about the roll out on July 12, 2021, of the 
ǲ������ ����ǡǳ� �� �������� ��������� ����� ������� ��������� ��� ���� ������ �������������� ���������� ��������� ���
executive branch agencies.  According to the State, this platform is designed as a journalism support tool and 
to democratize access to public information. Additionally, the IACHR and the RELE have reported progress in 
the case proceedings of journalist Norma Sancir. On September 18, 2014, the collaborator of Prensa 
Comunitaria �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ����ǯ�
region, in Chiquimula, remaining in custody for four days.320 According to available information, on September 
22, 2021, the Criminal and Drug Trial Court of Chiquimula resumed a preliminary hearing in the case against 
four National Civilian Police agents.321 The IACHR and the RELE also welcome the decision of September 3, 
2021 of the Criminal Trial Court of Nebaj, dismissing the criminal case against Maya �ǯ���ǯ� indigenous 
journalist �������������À����������ǡ�����������������������ǲ��������ǳ�����ǲ�������������������������������ǡǳ��������
grounds of the lack of sufficient evidence to charge her.322 In Guyana, the IACHR and the RELE received 
information about Guyana joining the Media Freedom Coalition, which was founded in 2019 to defend media 
freedom where it is under threat.  The Coalition is jointly led by Canada and the United Kingdom.  In Mexico, 
the IACHR and Special Rapporteurship welcome the progress in the prosecution of the most emblematic cases 
of murders and gross human rights violations perpetrated against journalists in Mexico over the past decades. 
Thus, by way of example, on February 3, 2021, the former governor of the state of Puebla, Mario Marin, was 
arrested in the city of Acapulco, charged with being the mastermind behind the alleged crime of the torture of 
journalist Lydia Cacho in 2005. On February 9, the Second District Court in Quintana Roo served notice of the 
formal custody warrant.323 Similarly, based on available information, on May 11, 2021, a panel of judges found 
����������������������������ǡ�����ǲ���������ǡǳ���������������������������������������������������������������
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robbery of journalist Alicia Diaz, murdered in 2018.  The Assistant Prosecuting Attorney of the Office of the 
Attorney General of Nuevo Leon reported that the defendant was convicted and sentenced to 50 years in jail as 
the actual perpetrator of the crime, and was sentenced to an additional prison term for a crime comparable to 
robbery and to payment of compensation as reparation for damages.324 Journalist Alicia Díaz González was 
murdered on May 23, 2018 in her residence, in the city of Monterrey, Nuevo Leon. The reporter worked at the 
daily newspaper El Norte for 20 years, and she had been a collaborator with the national daily newspaper El 
Financiero from January 2018.325 Additionally, the IACHR and the RELE deem as particularly important the 
progress made with regard to the investigation into the murder of journalist Javier Valdez, which took place on 
May 15, 2017, in Culiacan, Sinaloa. According to the information received, on June 8, 2021, Federal Judge José 
��±�����������������������������������
����	��������������ǡ�����ǲ���������ǡǳ������������������������������
gang, for his material participation in the murder of the reporter. He also established that Javier Valdez was the 
victim of a homicide as a consequence of his investigative reporting.  According to the organization Alianza 
�À����ǡ��������������������������ǲ�������������������ǳ����������������������������������������������������������
Mexico. Javier Valdez worked as a journalist and writer, mostly investigating matters of organized crime and 
drug trafficking; he was the founder and editor in chief of the weekly magazine in Sinaloa Ríodoce and a 
correspondent in Sinaloa of the daily newspaper La Jornada.326  The Commission and Special Rapporteurship 
also welcome the finding of the Supreme Court that the General Social Communication Law is unconstitutional. 
Citing Inter-American human rights standards, the Court concluded that the statute infringes the right to 
freedom of expression and the right to information, on the grounds that it does not provide criteria nor for clear 
and precise allocation for government expenditure on social communication, and does not provide for 
mechanisms to ensure that this expenditure fulfills constitutional criteria.327 As for Panama, the IACHR and the 
RELE noted the entry into force of the new Law 81 of 2019 on Protection of Personal Data, updating the 
regulatory framework on personal data in the hands of private enterprise, State agencies and non-profit 
entities. The Law recognizes that the data belong to the individual person they pertain to and any manipulation, 
disclosure and/or treatment thereof, must be subject to the consent of the affected person.328 They also 
welcome progress reported in Panama in the area of transparency and access to information.  On September 
29, 2021, the National Authority of Transparency and Access to Information (ANTAI) announced that as of 
January 2022, transparency monitoring of the websites of public entities would be digitized, so that State 
entities more efficiently comply with active transparency requirements and the public policy on open source 
data. During the ceremony presenting the ANTAI Smart CID platform, the ANTAI director general noted that 
�����������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ����������������������Ǥ329 With respect to 
Peru, the IACHR and the RELE take note of the decision of the Fourth National Transitory Superior Criminal 
Chamber for Sentencing, which convicted Vladimiro Montesinos Torres to 17 years of deprivation of liberty 
and José Rolando Valdivia Dueñas to 12 years of prison for the abduction of journalist Gustavo Gorriti on April 
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5, 1992, in the context of the shutting down of democratic space and of the National Congress.330 They also note 
progress by the Third National Superior Criminal Chamber for Sentencing in the oral trial of Daniel Urresti, 
charged with the murder of journalist Hugo Bustíos on November 24, 1988.331  In the Dominican Republic, the 
IACHR and the RELE recognize a general atmosphere guaranteeing the exercise of freedom of expression and 
of the press and of the protections of the practice of journalism.  According to information provided by the 
Dominican College of Journalists, through ���������������� ��������������ǡ��������������ǡ� ǲ�����������������
����������������������������������ǡ���������ǡ�������������������������������������������ǳ����������ǲ�����������
not been any measures reported against media outlets, cases of shutting down of radio broadcasts, television 
��������ǡ����������������������������Ǥǳ332  Likewise, based on studies conducted by the State, information was 
����� ��������� ����� �������������� ���������������������������ǡ��������������� ǲ���������������� ����������� ���
exercised in the Dominican Republic smoothly, because of the diversity of media outlets and respect for 
���������������������ǳ����������ǲ���������������������������������������������������ǡ���������������������������
����������������������������������������������Ǥǳ333 In this same vein, senior management of the daily newspaper 
Listín Diario ����������������������������������������������ǲ��������ǳ��������������������������������������������
���� �����ǡ� ǲ���� ������� ���� ������ ��� ���� ������ ������ǡ� �����ǡ� �������� ��� ���������nce with journalists or 
����������������������������������������Ǥǳ334 This general propitious atmosphere for the practice of journalism 
is also recognized by the Inter-American Press Association.335 In Suriname, the IACHR and the RELE took note 
of the draft of the Freedom of Information Act, which was introduced on November 5 for debate in the 
parliament. The legislative bill seeks to achieve transparency in governance, as well as to make government 
information more accessible to the public.336 They also welcome the information provided by the State about 
public awareness efforts on the subject of gender-based violence, aimed at, among other actors, senior 
government officials.337 In Trinidad and Tobago, the Commission and the Special Rapporteurship welcome the 
decision issued on January 13, 2021 by Superior Court Judge Frank Seepersad, holding that search warrants of 
the office of the newspaper Trinidad Express, secured by the police to seize information that could help to 
identify the source of a journalist wer�� ǲ�������� ���������ǡǳ� �������� ���� ����������������ǡ� ��������� ��� �����
disproportionately infringed the right to freedom of the press of media outlets.338 The ruling noted that the 
������������������������������������������ǲ����������������������������������d determination on whether the 
public interest in identifying and bringing to trial the source of the journalist was more important than the right 
of the public to know that a serious investigation was taking place into a high-�����������������������ǡǳ���� that 
the police failed to engage in such an examination, according to Judge Seepersad. As for Uruguay, the IACHR 
and the RELE note that, according to information provided by the State, the Ceibal Plan, as an accessibility 
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platform created in the context of the pandemic, aided in the continuity of education in 2021. Additionally, the 
������ ���� ������ ����ǡ� ��� ʹͲʹͳǡ� ���� ��������� ǲ���������� ���� ����������� ����������� ��� ������ ���������� ���
���������� ������� �������� ��� ����������� ���� �� ����� ���� ����� ��������ǡǳ� ���fted by the Latin American 
Observatory on Regulation of the Media and Convergence (OBSERVACOM), will be presented at the Parliament 
����������������������������������ǡ������������������������������������ǲ����������������������������������������
the continen������������������Ǥǳ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����ǲ���������ǡǳ��������������������-regulation of technology companies or state intervention, according to the 
information provided.339 As for Venezuela, the IACHR and the RELE recognize as an important advancement 
the decision of the Second Trial Court of Nueva Esparta acquitting Chilean journalist Braulio Jatar on September 
10, 2021.340  On September 3, 2016 agents of the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service arrested Jatar, the 
director of the digital media outlet Reporte Confidencial, who was subsequently charged with money 
laundering.  The arrest of the social communicator took place the day after the visit of Nicolas Maduro to the 
Municipality of Villa Rosa on Margarita Island, during which a protest unfolded leading the leader to directly 
confront some of the demonstrators.  The news portal run by Jatar had covered the events, posting videos and 
reports about the demonstration.341 According to the information received at that time, the authorities accused 
�������������������������������������ǲ����������������ǳ���������������-�����������������ǯ����������������ǡ�
the kick off of which was scheduled for September 13 of that year. Braulio Jatar was held in custody for almost 
three years, both in prison and under house arrest. On July 8, 2019, he was granted parole and was banned 
from leaving the country and required to appear before the court every two weeks.  

 
45. With respect to economic, social, cultural and environmental rights, the Commission and 

the Special Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights (REDESCA) take note of 
the implementation in most countries of the region of important vaccination plans that have been determinant 
in strengthening efforts to eradicate the pandemic.  Additionally, the IACHR and the REDESCA welcome the 
accords on climate change emerging from COP26, which was held in early November 2021 in Glasgow.  Even 
though these accords promote the continuation of dialogue between States and other actors vis-à-vis the 
promotion of ambitious climate action, we issue a call for it to provide for a rights-based approach. The IACHR 
and the REDESCA also hail the approval and publication of the Principles for Human Rights in Fiscal Policy in 
2021, an initiative led by a group of accomplished organizations and regional civil society experts, expressing 
their backing for this tool to aid in implementing Inter-American standards on the subject matter, that are 
useful to the bodies of the Inter-American system, as well as to the OAS member States and other important 
actors. The IACHR and the REDESCA further take note that in Honduras the Secretariat of Health (SESAL) 
acquired, through the establishment of a trust, the quantity of medicine necessary to maintain the major 
hospitals supplied over 2021.342  Additionally, according to information provided by the State, through the Pan 
American Health Organization (PAHO), the United Nations World Population Fund (UNFPA), the Council of 
Ministers of Health of Central America (COMISCA) and the Normative Office of Hiring and Procurement of the 
State of Honduras (ONCAE), personal protective equipment, supplies, medicines, medical surgery material, 
have been acquired in response to the rise in COVID-19 cases.343  The IACHR also takes note of the annual 
general budget approved by the National Congress for public investment in 2021 in the amount of 24.023 

 
339 Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the OAS. September 20, 2021. Submission for the 2021 Annual Report of the Special 

Rapporteurship. 
340 El Nacional. September 10, 2021. Declaran No Culpable a comunicador Braulio JatarǢ�ȏǮ���������������������
���������������

������ǯȐǢ�������������Ó�Ǥ�����������ͳͲǡ�ʹͲʹͳǤ�Libertad plena: Periodista Braulio Jatar fue declarado no culpable. ȏǮ	�����������ǣ�
����������
��������
�������������������������ǯȐǤ 

341 CPJ. September 13, 2021. El CPJ saluda fallo absolutorio a favor del periodista venezolano Braulio Jatar; ȏǮ������
����������
����������������������������������������������������ǯȐǢ�������
����������������Ǥ�July 9, 2021. Periodista Braulio Jatar es liberado de arresto 
domiciliario pero tiene prohibido salir de Venezuela.  ȏǮ
��������t Braulio Jatar is released from home arrest but is prohibited from leaving 
���������ǯȐǤ 

342 ��������������������ǡ������������������ǯ�������������������������������������������������������������������������ʹͲͳͻǡ�
October 29, 2021, pg. 10. 

343 Republic of Hondur��ǡ������������������ǯ�������������������������������������������������������������������������ʹͲͳͻǡ�
October 29, 2021, pg. 10.  

https://www.eluniversal.com/sucesos/106746/declaran-no-culpable-a-comunicador-braulio-jatar
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.el-carabobeno.com/libertad-plena-periodista-braulio-jatar-fue-declarado-no-culpable/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1638513060188000&usg=AOvVaw3G--vlYfm11JhLGRb1xpJa
https://cpj.org/es/2021/09/el-cpj-saluda-fallo-absolutorio-a-favor-del-periodista-venezolano-braulio-jatar/
https://latamjournalismreview.org/es/articles/periodista-braulio-jatar-es-liberado-de-arresto-domiciliario-pero-tiene-prohibido-salir-de-venezuela/
https://latamjournalismreview.org/es/articles/periodista-braulio-jatar-es-liberado-de-arresto-domiciliario-pero-tiene-prohibido-salir-de-venezuela/
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billion lampiras, where was distributed among the Public Investment Program, the Solidarity and Social 
Protection Program for Poverty Reduction, Road Infrastructure projects, as well as among the Trusts of: 
Investments and Allocations (FINA), Support and Promotion of Sport, Improvement of Highway Infrastructure 
of the Departments of Colon and improvement of the Infrastructure and Services of the Department of the Bay 
Islands.344 

 
46. In conclusion, the IACHR noted outstanding efforts of States through the development of 

policies, plans and legislative and judicial measures to advance in the promotion and effective protection of the 
human rights of their inhabitants. The Commission recognizes those efforts and urges the States to continue 
designing and implementing a human-rights based approach to public policies in keeping with the 
recommendations of the bodies of the Inter-American Human Rights System and to disseminate this approach 
to all institutions of the State and civil society as a whole. The IACHR places itself at the disposal of the States 
to provide any technical assistance that may be required to fulfill those purposes. 
 

B. Universalization of the Inter-American Human Rights System  

1. Ratification Status of Inter-American Instruments 
 

47. The current status of signatures and ratifications of inter-American treaties on human rights 
can be consulted on the web page of the Department of International Law of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs 
at the following website: http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/tratados_multilaterales_interamericanos_firmas.asp  
 

����	����������������	�����������������������������������������	����������ǯ��
CONTENTIOUS JURISDICTION 

SIGNATORY 
COUNTRIES 

SIGNATURE RATIFICATION/ACCESSIO
N 

DEPOSIT 

ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE 
�����ǯ��

JURISDICTION 

Antigua and Barbuda     

Argentina 02-02-84 14-08-84 RA 05-09-84 05-09-84 

Bahamas     

Barbados 20-06-78 05-11-81 RA 27-11-82 04-06-00 

Belize     

Bolivia  20-06-79 AD 19-07-79 27-07-93 

Brazil  09-07-92 AD 25-09-92 10-12-98 

Canada     

Chile 22-11-69 10-08-90 RA 21-08-90 21-08-90 

Colombia 22-11-69 28-05-73 RA 31-07-73 21-06-85 

Costa Rica 22-11-69 02-03-70 RA 08-04-70 02-07-80 

Dominica  03-06-93 RA 11-06-93  

Ecuador 22-11-69 08-12-77 RA 28-12-77 27-07-84 

 
344 ��������������������ǡ������������������ǯ�������������������������������������������������������������������������ʹͲͳͻǡ�������r 29, 
2021, pg. 10.  

http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/tratados_multilaterales_interamericanos_firmas.asp


                        

 

42 

El Salvador 22-11-69 20-06-78 RA 23-06-78 06-06-95 

United States 01-06-77    

Grenada 14-07-78 14-07-78 RA 18-07-78  

Guatemala 22-11-69 27-04-78 RA 25-05-78 09-03-87 

Guyana     

Haiti  14-09-77 AD 27-09-77 20-03-98 

Honduras 22-11-69 05-09-77 RA 08-09-77 09-09-81 

Jamaica 16-09-77 19-07-78 RA 07-08-78  

Mexico  02-03-81 AD 24-03-81 16-12-98 

Nicaragua 22-11-69 25-09-79 RA 25-09-79 12-02-91 

Panama 22-11-69 08-05-78 RA 22-06-78 09-05-90 

Paraguay 22-11-69 18-08-89 RA 24-08-89 26-03-93 

Peru 27-07-77 12-07-78 RA 28-07-78 21-01-81 

Dominican Republic 07-09-77 11-01-78 RA 19-04-78 25-03-99 

San Kitts and Nevis     

Saint Lucia     

Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines 

    

Suriname  12-11-87 AD 12-11-87 12-11-87 

Trinidad and Tobago  03-04-91 AD 28-05-91* 28-05-91 

Uruguay 22-11-69 26-03-85 RA 19-04-85 19-04-85 

Venezuela 22-11-69 07-01-19 RA 
07/31/19** 

07-01-19 

 
Source: Department of International Law of the OAS General Secretariat 

* Complaint filed in May 1998  
** Complaint filed in September 2012 
RA = RATIFICATION      
AD = ACCESSION 

48. With respect to the other eight treaties that make up the Inter-American System, the following table 
indicates the OAS member states that have ratified or acceded to them: 
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STATUS OF RATIFICATION OF THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION AND 
OTHER INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 

States PACAMDE
SC345 

PCADHAP
M346 

CIPST347 CIDFP348 CIPSEVM
349 

CIEFDPD
350 

CICTFDI351 CICRDRFC
I352 

CIPDHPM
353 

Antigua & 
Barbuda 

    A 12-08-98  R 01-06-18   

Argentina R 30-03-03 R 18-06-08 R 18-11-88 R 31-10-95 R 09-04-96 R 28-09-00 F 07-06-13 F 07-06-13 R 23-10-17 
Bahamas     A 03-05-95     
Barbados     R 08-02-95     

Belice     A 25-11-96     
Bolivia R 12-07-06  R 26-08-96 R 19-09-96 R 26-10-94 R 27-02-03 F 10-03-15 F 10-03-15 R 17-05-17 
Brazil A 08-08-96 R 31-07-96 R 09-06-89 R 26-07-13 R 16-11-95 R 17-07-01 F 07-06-13 R 03-28-21 F 15-06-15 

Canada          
Chile  R 04-08-08 R 15-09-88 R 13-01-10 R 24-10-96 R 04-12-01 F 22-10-15 F 22-10-15 R 15-08-17 

Colombia A 22-10-97  R 02-12-98 R 01-04-10 A 03-10-96 R 04-12-03 F 08-09-13 F 08-09-14  
Costa Rica R 29-09-99 R 30-03-98 R 25-11-99 R 20-03-96 R 05-07-95 R 08-12-99  R 12-12-16 R 12-12-16 

Cuba          
Dominica     R 30-06-95     
Ecuador R 10-02-93 R 05-02-98 R 30-09-99 R 07-07-96 R 30-06-95 R 01-03-04 F 07-06-13 R 14-01-20  

El Salvador R 04-05-95  R 17-10-94  R 13-11-95 R 15-01-02   A 18-04-18 
Estados 
Unidos 

         

Grenada     R 29-11-00     
Guatemala R 30-05-00  R 10-12-86 R 27-07-99 R 04-01-95 R 08-08-02    

Guyana     R 08-01-96     
Haití     A 07-04-97 R 29-05-09 F 25-06-14 F 25-06-14  

Honduras A 14-09-11 A 14-09-11  R 28-04-05 R 04-07-95 A 14-09-11    
Jamaica     R 11-11-05     
México R 08-03-96 R 28-06-07 R 11-02-87 R 28-02-92 R 19-06-98 R 06-12-00 R 21-01-20 R 21-01-20  

Nicaragua R 15-12-09 R 24-03-99 A 23-09-09  R 06-10-95 R 15-07-02    
Panamá R 28-10-92 R 27-06-91 R 27-06-91 R 31-07-95 R 26-04-95 R 24-01-01 F 05-06-14 F 05-06-14  

Paraguay R 28-05-97 R 31-10-00 R 12-02-90 R 26-08-96 R 29-09-95 R 28-06-02   A 03.01.21 
Perú R 17-05-95  R 27-02-90 R 08-02-92 R 02-04-96 R 10-07-01 F 25-10-16 F 25-10-16  

República 
Dominican

a 

 A 19-12-11 R 12-12-86  R 10-01-96 R 28-12-06    

San Kitts y 
Nevis 

    R 17-03-95     

Santa Lucía     R 08-03-95     

 
345 Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted in San Salvador, El Salvador,  
November 17, 1988, 18th regular session of the General Assembly. 
346 Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty, adopted in Asuncion, Paraguay, on 8 June 1990, 
20th regular session of the General Assembly. 
347 Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture, adopted at Cartagena de Indias, Barranquilla, Colombia, on December 9, 
1985, 15th Regular Session of the General Assembly. 
348  Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons, adopted in Belém do Pará, Brazil, on June 9, 1994, 24th Regular Session 
of the General Assembly. 
349 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, adopted in Belém do Pará, 
Brazil, on June 9, 1994, 24th Regular Session of the General Assembly 
350 Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, adopted in Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, June 7, 1999, 29th regular session of the General Assembly. 
351 Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, adopted in Guatemala City, Guatemala, June 5, 2013, 
43rd regular session of the General Assembly.  
352 Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Intolerance, adopted in Guatemala City, June 5, 2013, 
43rd regular session of the General Assembly. 
353 Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, adopted in Washington, D.C., on June 15, 2015, 45 th 
regular session of the General Assembly. 
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San Vicente 
y las 

Granadinas 

    R 23-05-96     

Suriname A 28-02-90  R 12-11-87  R 19-02-02     
Trinidad y 

Tobago 
    R 04-01-96     

Uruguay R 21-11-95 R 08-02-94 R 23-09-92 R 06-02-96 R 04-01-96 R 24-05-01 R 11-05-18 R 12-10-17 R 18-11-16 
Venezuela R 24-07-20 R 06-04-94 R 25-06-91 R 06-07-98 R 16-01-95 R 06-06-06    

 
Source: Department of International Law of the OAS General Secretariat 

 
 

2. Progress Made with the Ratification and Signature of Instruments of the Inter-
American System in 2021  

 
49. The IACHR has stressed the importance of universal ratification of the instruments of the 

inter-American system as a critical element in ensuring full respect for and guaranteeing human rights in the 
Americas.  

 
50. In particular, the Inter-American Commission applauds the states of Brazil and Peru for their 

ratification of and adhesion to the international instruments for the protection of human rights identified 
below, in chronological order.  
 

51. On March 1, 2021, by means of a note addressed to the General Secretariat of the Organization 
of American States, Peru deposited its instrument of adhesion to the Inter-American Convention on Protecting 
the Human Rights of Older Persons.  
 

52. On May 28, 2021, Brazil deposited its instrument of ratification of the Inter-American 
Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance. 

 
53. The Inter-American Commission urges the member States of the OAS to follow the above-

mentioned examples, since universal ratification of inter-American instruments is indispensable to achieve full 
protection of the human rights of all persons in the Hemisphere 

 
C. Origin, Legal Basis, Structure, Purposes and Mandates 

54. The Inter-��������� ����������� ��� ������ ������� ȋǲ�����ǳ� ��� ǲ�����-American 
����������ǳȌ� ��� ��� ����������� ������ ��� ���� ������������� ��� ��������� ������� ȋ���Ȍǡ� �������������� ���
Washington, D.C.  Its mandate is established in the OAS Charter, the American Convention on Human Rights 
ȋǲ�������������������ǳȌ� ���� ���� �������������Ǥ� ������������ ���� �����-American Court of Human Rights, 
headquartered in San Jose, Costa Rica, the Inter-American Commission is one of two organs of the inter-
American system responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights.  
 

55. The IACHR is comprised of seven members, who act independently of each other and do not 
sit in representation of any country.  The Commissioners are elected by the OAS General Assembly for a four-
year period and are eligible to be reelected once. The Inter-American Commission convenes regular and 
special sessions several times each year. Under Article 13 of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Executive 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission performs the tasks entrusted to it by the Commission and 
provides legal and administrative support to the Commission so that it can fulfill its duties. 
 

56. In April 1948, in Bogota, Colombia, the OAS approved the American Declaration on the 
������� ���� ������� ��� ���� ȋǲ��������� �����������ǳȌǡ� ������ ���� ���� ������ �������������� ������ �������
instrument of a general nature. The IACHR was created in 1959 and held its first session in 1960.  
 

http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/docs/a-70_adhesion_Peru_3-1-2021.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/docs/a-68_ratificacion_ecuador_1-14-2020.pdf
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57. In 1961, the IACHR began to conduct in situ visits to different countries in order to observe 
the human rights situation first hand on the ground. Since that time, it has conducted several visits to Member 
States of the Organization.  Based partly on these fact-finding missions, the IACHR has thus far published 135 
country and thematic reports 
 

58. In 1965, the IACHR was expressly authorized to hear complaints or petitions pertaining to 
specific human rights violations.  Final published reports on these individual cases can be found in the Annual 
Reports of the IACHR and can also be viewed on the IACHR Web page under the Petitions and Cases tab.  
 

59. The American Convention on Human Rights was approved in 1969 and came into force in 
1978. As of December 2021, twenty-four Member States are parties to this instrument: Argentina, Barbados, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Suriname,  Uruguay, 
and Venezuela.  

 
60. The American Convention defines the human rights that the ratifying States have agreed to 

respect and ensure. This instrument also created the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and established 
the functions and procedures of the Inter-American Commission and Court. In addition to considering 
complaints where responsibility is attributed for violations of the American Convention committed with 
respect to States Parties to that instrument, the IACHR has the legal authority, under the OAS Charter and its 
own Statute, to examine alleged violations of the American Declaration by OAS Member States that are not 
yet parties to the American Convention.  
 

61. In fulfillment of its mandate, the duties of the IACHR are to:  
 

a) Receive, examine and investigate individual petitions alleging human rights violations, 
in keeping with Articles 44 to 51 of the American Convention, Articles 19 and 20 of its 
Statute, and Articles 23 to 52 of its Rules of Procedure.  

 
b) Observe the general human rights situation in the Member States and publish special 

reports on the situation in a particular Member State, when it is deemed necessary, as 
provided under Article 60 of its Rules of Procedure.  

 
c) Conduct in situ visits to countries in order to carry out a thorough analysis of the 

general situation and/or to investigate a specific situation, as provided for under 
Article 18 of its Statute and Article 53 of its Rules of Procedure. In general, these visits 
result in the preparation of a report on the human rights situation of the country 
concerned, which is published and submitted to the OAS Permanent Council and 
General Assembly.  

 
d) Raise public awareness about human rights in the Americas. For this purpose, the 

IACHR conducts and publishes studies on specific themes in keeping with Article 15 of 
its Rules of Procedure. Examples include: what measures must be adopted to ensure 
greater access to justice; the effect of internal armed conflicts on particular groups of 
persons; the human rights situation of children, women, LGBTI persons, migrant 
workers and their families, persons deprived of liberty, human rights defenders, 
indigenous peoples and persons of African descent; racial discrimination, freedom of 
expression and economic, social and cultural rights.  

 
e) Organize and host visits, conferences, seminars and meetings with representatives of 

governments, academic institutions, non-governmental entities and others, in order to 
disseminate information and foster broad awareness of the work of the Inter-
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American human rights system, in accordance with Article 41 of the American 
Convention on Human Rights and Article 18 of the IACHR Statute.  

 
f) Recommend that the OAS Member States adopt measures that contribute to the 

protection of human rights in the countries of the hemisphere, in accordance with 
Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights and Article 18 of the IACHR 
Statute.  

 
g) Request Member States to adopt precautionary measures, as provided for by Article 

ʹͷ������������������ǯ����������������dure, in order to prevent irreparable harm to 
persons in serious and urgent cases.  Additionally, in keeping with Article 76 of its 
Rules of Procedure, the IACHR may request that the Inter-American Court orders the 
adoption of provisional measures in cases of extreme gravity and urgency to prevent 
irreparable harm to persons.  

 
h) Bring cases and appear before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights during the 

processing and consideration of the cases, in accordance with Article 61 of the 
American Convention on Human Rights and Articles 45 and 74 of the IACHR Rules of 
Procedure.  

 
i) Request advisory opinions from the Inter-American Court, in accordance with Article 

64 of the American Convention and Article 19 of the IACHR Statute.  
 

62. Every person, group of persons, or non-governmental entity legally recognized in one or 
more OAS Member States may submit petitions to the Inter-American Commission regarding violations of a 
right recognized in the American Convention, the American Declaration or other relevant instruments, in 
accordance with the respective provisions thereof, the IACHR Statute, and the Rules of Procedure. 
Additionally, in the circumstances described and regulated under Article 45 of the American Convention, the 
IACHR may consider interstate communications. Petitions may be submitted in any of the four official OAS 
languages (Spanish, French, English, or Portuguese), either by the alleged victim of the human rights violation 
or by a third party; and in the case of interstate communications, by a State.  
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D. Structure of the Executive Secretariat  
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